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NNoottee  ffrroomm  tthhee  EEddiittoorr  

May, the fi�h month of the year already! Did you know 
that no month of the year either begins or ends on the 
same day as May? Also, no United States president has 
ever died in May; it is the only month with that dis�nc�on.  
And, in the UK, nine prime ministers were born in May, which is more than any 
other month. 

May is a lovely �me of year; there is some warmth in the sunshine, spring      
flowers are s�ll in bloom and there is the promise of summer in all the trees and 
shrubs coming into leaf.  Of course, we also get two bank holidays in May too! 

This year, as I am sure you are all aware, there is a change to the last May bank 
holiday for the Queens Pla�num Jubilee celebra�ons.  There are celebra�ons 
planned for Honeybourne over the four days but volunteers are needed to help 
run these so please contact the Parish Clerk if you can help, and she will put you 
in touch with the working group. More informa�on can be found in this edi�on 
of the Honeybourne Village News.  

This year, Na�onal Smile Month will run from the 17th May to the 17th June.  It 
has not been easy to give a smile and receive one in return over the past  two 
years of mask wearing, but I will not give up, so I am signing off with a smile J  

KKeeeepp  ssmmiilliinngg  aanndd  ssttaayy  ssaaffee,,  TTeerreessaa  aanndd  tthhee  TTeeaamm 

Contact details: 

Comments or contribu�ons— e.g. photo’s around the village or area, jokes for the      
puzzle page, ideas for the Spotlight On… feature, ar�cles to publish, le�ers to the editor  

at editor.hbvn@gmail.com  or post through the le�er box at the Village Hall 

A�� A������� �� A������ M��� �� P������� R���� ��� I�������� ��� P���� 
U�� A5 W���, PDF �� P��������� P��� I��� D������� ���� E���� 

Deadline date for inclusions during 2022 is 17th of the month 

On-line newsle�ers available at  
h�ps://honeybourne-pc.gov.uk/category/newsle�ers/ & Honeybourne Facebook 
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Spotlight On….  Jae O Gorman  

 

How long have you been doing Yoga and PT 
for? 

I have been in the fitness industry for around 20 years, since i was at school.  
Yoga is a rela�vely new addi�on in the last 6 years. 

What qualifica�ons do you have and where did you train? 

I achieved a Sports Science degree from the University of Gloucestershire, and 
am a level 3 Personal Trainer.  For Yoga, i am registered with the Yoga Alliance 
a�er comple�ng their 200 hours training programme. 

How can yoga benefit your health? 

Yoga improves -awareness of body, flexibility, strength, sleep, breathing, diges-
�on, peace of mind, self-esteem, pain reduc�on, posture, joint health, bone 
health, spine longevity, circula�on, hormone balance, immunity, reduces blood 
pressure, improves cardiovascular health, reduces stress in body, improves 
mood, relaxa�on, balance, improves all other life habits towards healthy direc-
�on … etc. etc.  Yoga is a science beneficial for every aspect of your life.  

What`s your favourite food? 

Too many things and depends on my mood - I’m mostly vegetarian and try to 
cook and eat as healthily as possible. I believe in a balanced diet. 

What`s your favourite film? 

I love the ocean and seaside, so anything surf related is a �ck for me. I also love 
musicals and most ac�on films, but I steer clear of Horror. 

What do you do to relax? 

I love the outdoors, so something as simple as going for a walk and being 
amongst nature is great. It is also kind of an extension of Yoga, in that the bene-
fits for health and wellbeing are immeasurable. 

When are your classes at Honeybourne Village Hall? 

At the moment I run 2 fitness classes, Monday and Friday mornings for an hour. 
Yoga is on a Tuesday morning. I also have private clients and do home visits and 
work via Zoom! 
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LADIES! 

Walking Keeps You Fit. 

Join our walking group and make 
new friends. 

We do a two-mile walk on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday mornings. 

For more informa�on, call Ann  

 on  01386 830517                              
We look forward to seeing you. 

 

 

SHORT MAT BOWLS 

If anyone enjoys watching bowls on 
T. V. why not come along to the Vil-
lage Hall on a Friday Evening and try 

your hand at a somewhat simpler 
version called Short Mat Bowls? 

All equipment is provided the only 
thing we ask that you wear is flat 

shoes - trainers are ideal. 

We start at 7. 30 

The cost is £3 per session which in-
cludes tea/coffee and biscuits.  

For more information contact: 
01386 832215. 

The Mobile Library on the 4th Friday in 
the month as follows:  

 12.05-12.20 Grove Avenue 

 12.25-12.40 Perrie Drive  

 13.15-13.30 Village Hall 

 

 

 

Enquiries: 01905 822722 or emailing                        
mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk 
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HHoonneeyybboouurrnnee  VViillllaaggee  HHaallll  

We had a fantas�c Race Night recently, with the winners galloping away with 
�ckets to Stra�ord Racecourse. We have a fantas�c program of events in the 
coming months:  

ü Honeybourne`s professional singers are back with a night of songs from 
the West End on May 14th.  

ü Our ever popular Quiz Night is coming around again on June 25th.  

ü In August we have the fantas�c Rain or Shine Theatre company back for 
some Al-Fresco entertainment.....bring your own picnic!.  

ü To top off the coming months we have a fantas�c Murder Mystery even-
ing on September 24th, courtesy of "Murder57". 

For a bit more info or to book, please see our website 
www.honeybournevillagehall.org 

Sam Ryder 
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Honeybees W.I. March Mee�ng 

We were delighted to welcome Heather Harrison, as our guest speaker this month. 
Heather is a Geordie who has lived locally for many years. A re�red teacher, she has 
had poetry and children's books published and broadcast by the BBC, but this is her 
first foray into history. 

Heather lives in an old Cotswold house, called "The Cro�" and she began wondering 
about the people who lived in it years ago and how they lived. A�er much research 
she wrote a book,” The Horsemen at the Gate". 

The story revolves around a farming family, and the hardships they suffered at the 
hands of soldiers who would ride in and take everything from them.  Cromwell's 
soldiers would travel from London to Worcester to fight the King's men so they 
would pass through places like Bidford and Honeybourne, much to the villagers   
dismay. 

Heather spoke with great passion and we could have listened to her for hours. A 
ques�on and answer session followed, while we had our usual refreshments. 

The inter village quiz was held at Pebworth on April 1st, Honeybees had two teams 
of three, and we managed to come middle of ten teams ,  Evesham won and were 
presented with a brass bell. Pebworth made us most welcome with good food and 
drink and a very enjoyable evening was had. 

Our next mee�ng is May 16th and the speaker is a lady from Caring Hands.  

Come and join us you will be most welcome. 



MAY OFFER
S

BOOKINGS@THATCHEDTAVERN.CO.UK WWW.THATCHEDTAVERN.CO.UK

CALL TO BOOK ON  01386 834273

FOLLOW ON OUR SOCIALS TO KEEP UP TO
DATE WITH OUR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT &

SEE OUR MOUTH WATERING FOOD!

DATES FOR THE
DIARY

Follow our socials for updated information

30TH APRIL-2ND MAY: MAY BANK
HOLIDAY

10TH MAY: OPEN MIC NIGHT
20TH MAY: LIVE MUSIC

29TH MAY: QUIZ

ThatchedTavernHoneybourne

@thatched_tavern

FIZZ
WEEKEND

Enjoy Fizz Friday prices
all May day weekend!

SUMMER
MENU

New summer additions  
to our menu will be
arriving mid-way
through May
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Parish Council News 

The Parish Council mee�ng took place on 12 April. Headline discussions are detailed 
below. A full set of minutes will be available on the Parish Council website –           
Honeybourne-PC.gov.uk. 

Working groups update 

Public rights of way & ditch clearing group – The group carried out work on 27 March. 
There was a change to previous 
work, as the date coincided with 
Keep Britain Tidy Groups na�onal 
community spring li�er picking      
project. It was great to see so many 
volunteers turning up to carry out 
li�er picking around the village. 
Many bags of rubbish were collected. 
It is disappoin�ng to see li�er 
dropped indiscriminately around the 
village especially when there are so 
many li�er bins.    

The next group event will be on 8 May. 

Anyone interested in joining and ge�ng involved in keeping the village environment in 
the best possible condi�on please contact the Parish Clerk – clerk@honeybourne-
pc.gov.uk.  

Traffic management & speeding group – following training volunteers carried out 
speed monitoring recently. Some drivers were found to be driving at excess speeds  
rela�ve to the speed limits. Details are passed on to the police who will be in touch with 
individuals. Further monitoring will be carried out. More vehicle ac�va�on signs are to 
be erected in the village to enable more monitoring to be done. It would be great if 
more volunteers came forward to join this group as monitoring near the highway     
involves groups of three individuals.  

Queens pla�num jubilee celebra�ons – The group is con�nuing to plan for this village 
celebra�on. Arrangements are moving forward and elsewhere in this village news    
edi�on more details of what’s planned will be given. Some sponsorship has been      
received that will help stage the event and as advised the Parish Council has a budget of 
£5100 set aside for the celebra�on weekend. The group con�nues to meet so watch 
this space and the village news for updates. It is not too late to be involved with this 
working group. Anyone interested please advise the Parish Clerk.  

Christmas celebra�ons 2022 – It was agreed that the working group that developed & 
managed the event for 2021 would do the same for this Decembers event with the   
addi�on of two volunteers. Mee�ngs will take place later in the year. 
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Members of Honeybourne Parish Council 
 

Trevor Askew (Chair)  01386 830141 
Ma�hew Henson (Vice Chair)  07803 608813 

  
Graham Clelland 01386  832500 Andrew A�ridge 01386  830744 
Colin Clear 01386  831804 Heath Jobes 07375  085116 
Chris Gear 07930  229453 Amy Mathias 07956  076271 
Chris Evans 07971  558175 Zoe Thorpe 07974  195661 
Cathryn Steward 07966 140019     

Honeybourne Sports field & Street ligh�ng groups – the first mee�ng of the working 
group for the sports field took place in April. The minutes of the group are available on 
the Parish Council website under mee�ng agendas & minutes. 

Legacy grant applica�on – The Parish Council is going to apply for £55,000 to Wychavon 
Council by 6 June. This is for improvements to the sports field (to enable a be�er surface 
for football, cricket & other sports), the crea�on of a trim trail around the perimeter of 
the field & crea�on of a boules/petanque court. Both the trim trail & boules/petanque 
court received considerable support from villagers when a ques�onnaire about the Leys 
play area was distributed. A ques�onnaire will be included in Mays Village News to allow 
households to consider whether they support this proposal. 

Street ligh�ng – The group’s first mee�ng is to be arranged. 

Chairman’s report – The council has received details about the ownership of land in the 
Dudley Road and Perrie Drive areas. Contact will be made with the owner who will be 
reminded of the need to maintain that which the company is responsible for, including 
grass cu�ng. 

Some reinstatement works to the path crossing the Leys play area is being arranged. 
Signage, sea�ng and li�er bin installa�on is also being arranged. 

An update was given on interest in the lucky lo�ery draw. 

Cricket nets at the sports field – Following interest from some community members 
Council agreed in principle to install cricket nets at the edge of the field. This will be     
subject to iden�fying a budget to fund this. 

Annual Parish mee�ng on 10 May @ 6.30pm. A date for your diary. This is an             
opportunity for you to come along and hear what’s been going on in the village and 
what’s planned. Don’t forget its your village and the Council exists to help improve the 
village environment and consequently hopefully the lives of  residents. Hope to see you 
there. 

For informa�on rela�ng to the Parish Council, Linda Stanton can be contacted via email: 
clerk@honeybourne-pc.gov.uk, phone: 07796 218884 
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www.tastyplaice.uk 
Online Ordering and Click & Collect Service now available 

Follow us on Facebook for daily specials and offers. 

Telephone Orders: 01386 830164 

Opening Hours 

  Monday to Thursday  11:30 am – 2.00 pm 5 pm – 9 pm 

  Friday & Saturday   11:30 am – 2.00 pm 4pm — 9.30pm 

  Sunday    Closed 

Specials 

Homemade Fishcake with Chips & Sauce £4.99   

Chicken Goujons 

Peri Peri Chicken Kebab every Monday and Tuesday 

Homemade Chicken Curry with Chips or Rice 

Southern Fried Chicken is back 

Ba�ered Halloumi 

Breaded White Bait with Garlic Mayo Dip   

Tempura Prawns  

Ba�ered Fish Finger Bap with Tartare Sauce  
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PLATINUM JUBILEE  

CELEBRATIONS  

Thursday 2nd June to Sunday 5th June 

HONEYBOURNE VILLAGE  
Jubilee Celebrations 

For further up-to-date informa�on and confirma�on of �mes: 
Facebook.com/honeybournepla�numjubilee or village no�ce boards 
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             Cricket Tournament  
Pitch and all kit available, for prac�ce ring 832274 to 
book �mes. 

Thankyou, Doug Rushton. 

Tel: 01386 832274  Email: douglas.rushton46@yahoo.co.uk 

The working group are busy finalising the events and activities but more volun-
teers are needed to help out during the weekend. If you would like to get in-

volved, please email the parish clerk who will forward your details to the    
working group. 

TThhuurrssddaayy  22nndd  JJuunnee      

SSppoorrttss  &&  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  GGrroouunndd  @@  99ppmm    

BBeeaaccoonn  lliigghhttiinngg  eevveenntt    

((bbeeaaccoonn  lliitt  aatt  99..4455  aafftteerr  NNaattiioonn--wwiiddee  bbeeaaccoonnss  aarree  lliitt))    

FFrriiddaayy  33rrdd  JJuunnee      

CCrriicckkeett  FFiinnaall,,    tteeaammss  &&  ttiimmee  ttbbcc  

SSaattuurrddaayy  44tthh  JJuunnee      

SSppoorrttss  &&  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  GGrroouunndd    

AAfftteerrnnoooonn  FFeettee  aanndd  EEvveenniinngg  PPaarrttyy      

SSuunnddaayy  55tthh  JJuunnee    

SSppoorrttss  &&  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  FFiieelldd  @@  1122..3300    

PPiiccnniicc  iinn  tthhee  PPaarrkk  ((bbrriinngg  yyoouurr  oowwnn))    

Please note: No parking, no dogs on any day 
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Church Lent Lunches 
Parishioners from the Vale and Cotswold Edge parishes meet together on       
Tuesdays through Lent at Honeybourne Village Hall for a soup and bread lunch.  
As well as enjoying the excellent soups and bread, we also reflected on the life of 
the very early church.  Around 18 people a�ended on average each week, and the 
lunches raised £200, which it was decided to donate to a Ukrainian family coming 
to live in the district. Thank you to Ros Wa�s for leading us, and to those who 
made soup and bread, and those who helped with se�ng up and clearing up.  

Lesley O’Connell Edwards. 

St Ecgwin’s Church, Honeybourne 

Annual Parochial Church Mee�ng 

The annual Parish Church Mee�ng for the elec�on of Churchwardens and         
Parochial Church Council Members will be held in Church on                                

Sunday 15th May 2022 following the 11.00 am service of Holy Communion 

11.00 am – Holy Communion (Modern language), led by Rev. Sco� 

12 noon – Annual Parish Church Mee�ng 

Everyone is welcome to a�end and hear about all that has happened in the last 
twelve months.  Please do join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that if you want to vote at the mee�ng, you will need to be on the 
Church Electoral Roll – please contact the Electoral Roll Officer:   

lesleyoconnelledwards@outlook.com  
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Church Services  -  May 2022 
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Pastoral Le�er— May 2022 

‘Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”’ 
(Isaiah, chapter 6, verse 8, NIVUK) 

It seems hard to believe that it was during 2016 that Ros and I felt God calling us to 
come and serve Him and His people here in the Vale and Cotswold Edge. Towards the 
end of that year, the post that I am privileged to currently hold was adver�sed. I    
applied, was shortlisted, interviewed and then appointed. The rest, as the saying goes, 
is history! We came here in response and obedience to God’s call – and have loved 
every day – even the sad, difficult and challenging ones – and wouldn’t have missed a 
moment. 

As some of you will already know, Ros and I have heard once more the gracious invita-
�on of the Lord to follow Him. This means that we will be leaving the parishes at the 
end of July a�er a li�le over five wonderful years here. I am to be the new deputy 
lead chaplain of Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Founda�on Trust, based at    
Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge. I am, of course, excited about what lies ahead 
but, equally, very sad to be leaving behind people and places that we have come to 
love very much indeed. As many of you know, I was a hospital chaplain before I came 
here and, before that, a hospice chaplain. The call on my life to minister to the sick, 
dying and bereaved is central to who I am as one created in God’s image. 

We move on, not because we are in any way unhappy, but because we truly believe, 
a�er much prayer and discernment, that this is God’s will for the next chapter of our 
lives and yours, too. Please know that we are praying for you and Ros and I both ask 
that you pray for us, too. Thank you for all that we have shared over the past five 
years and for all that we will con�nue to share over the weeks before we leave. 

I have always loved this prayer by Dag Hammarskjöld, a former Secretary-General of 
the United Na�ons and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1961. It is a bold prayer 
and not always easy to pray. It has, however, very much been on my lips in recent 
days. Hammarskjöld wrote, 

“For all that has been – THANKS! 

For all that is yet to be – YES!” 

Amen. 
 
With love, 
Sco� 
Rev Sco� Wa�s 
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OVER 60S WEDNESDAY CLUB 

The Honeybourne Wednesday Club met as usual on the first Wednesday in the 
month, 6th April 2022. Twenty-two members a�ended and as we held the AGM 
last month and the Annual Dinner the previous one, there were no minutes to 
read. 

There was a bit of a mix up concerning Birthday cards which will be resolved in the 
very near future.  We also gave a warm welcome to Diana, a new member to the 
Club, (sorry Diana I didn’t get your surname but know the treasurer has it). 

Unfortunately, due to illness and other circumstances beyond our control we were 
unable to have the Short Mat Bowling so, as a subs�tute, Sylvia Ma�hews gave a 
flower demonstra�on with fresh and dried flowers.  

Win collected names and money for the next coach trip on 20th April to 3 Shires 
Garden Centre and Leading labels. Due to a road closure on the date pick up 
points needed to be changed for ease of access for the coach. Refreshments were 
taken followed by the raffle before depar�ng for home. 

The next monthly mee�ng will be on Wednesday 4th May and the trip for May 
18th is on the Brecon Canal. For more informa�on or to book a place please     
contact Win 47469 or Mike 832306. 

BBrreettffoorrttoonn  GGaarrddeenn  CClluubb  AA..GG..MM    

April Mee�ng: our speaker this month was Vanessa Berridge, Gloucestershire County 
Organiser for the Na�onal Open Garden Scheme. NGS- Gardens of Gloucestershire 

In 1926 Elsie Wagg, a council member of Queen’s Nursing Ins�tute suggested opening 
gardens. In 1927 The Na�onal Garden scheme was launched, to raise money for nursing 
and health chari�es. In the first year, a total of 609 gardens opened, charging 1 shilling 
per head (5p!) and raised £8,191, with George V opening the gardens at Sandringham. 
The scheme has always been supported by royalty and in 2002, the Prince of Wales    
became a patron and opened Highgrove. 

Mary Berry became President in 2016, and for the last three years has been the lead on 
the Great Bri�sh Garden Party, a major fundraising event now in its third year, in July. 

Look out for more informa�on on Bre�orton Open Gardens,                    
Sunday 12 June from 11am. 

Next Garden Club mee�ng is on Thursday 12 May, Memorial Hall at 7.30pm. The talk will 
be on Hanging Baskets, by Andrew Pedrick.      www.bre�ortongardenclub.co.uk 
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County Councillor Report - Honeybourne April 2022 

Prepared by Alastair Adams 

      For the full report see the Parish Council Web or Facebook Page 

At this �me of the year, hedges, and trees are all growing fast, so can I ask you to be 
considerate and check your hedges or shrubs do not overhang your boundary and are 
not causing an obstruc�on to public places.  

OVERGROWN HEDGES & VERGES 

This is a problem raised in the mee�ngs of Parish Councils around the county. 

The owner or occupier of a property has a legal responsibility (Highway Act 1980) to   
ensure that the ‘public highway’ adjacent to a property is not obstructed by vegeta�on 
from their property, e.g. overhanging growth from a tree, hedge, or vegeta�on that has 
been allowed to grow into the public highway. The ‘public highway’ is defined by law as 
consis�ng of any verge, footway, carriageway,     bridleway, or footpath that is main-
tained at public expense and over which the public has a right of way. 

The requirements:- 

Although the Highways Act 1980 doesn’t specify any actual measurements for over-
hanging vegeta�on, the requirement should be met by: 

· For pedestrian areas, minimum headroom of 2.3m (7� 6 inches). 

· For carriageway and an area immediately adjacent to it (for a distance of 
 0.45m (1� 6 inches)) minimum headroom of 5.2m (17�). 

In both cases, all the vegeta�on should be cut back ver�cally. 

HIGHWAYS: 

Spring is the season for road patching and surface dressing, so please check h�ps://
one.network/  to see all the temporary road closures on a regular basis. Please note   
although One.Network may say a road is shut for up to 2 weeks for resurfacing, this is 
because the work is weather dependent so the legal permit that closes a road will cover 
more days than is required to be on the safe side. Also once the road has been re-
surfaced, the road sweepers need to clean the road of surplus stones. And then the white 
lines and road markings need to be painted onto the new surface. In the majority of cases 
the road is only closed for one or 2 days for patching and surface dressing, and then a few 
hours for the road sweeping and line pain�ng.  

1. Bre�orton Rd to be closed for 1 day in May for surface dressing 

2. Traffic Calming along Mickleton Rd WCC are to paint SLOW on the road halfway     
between the bridge and the 30mph signs, and paint white lines at the road edge road to 
make it look narrower. 
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3. Double Yellow Lines on the corner of the High Street – last month the Parish Council 
gave the go ahead on the High street as per the plan below, but a resident asked whether 
at the same �me, double yellow lines can be painted where shown in blue below to       
prevent parked cars obstruc�ng the view at this junc�on. 

4. The Public Right of Way PROW 544 from Grange Farm/Fallow Field to the new play-
ground at The Leys has in principle been agreed to be hard-surfaced so prams and wheel-
chairs could use it. Awai�ng decussions between PROW department and landowner. 

5. Flood allevia�on along Stra�ord Rd – County and District Council engineers visited 
Stra�ord Rd on 28th March to look at further improvements; It was agreed that: 

· 4 extra gullys would be added at the approaches to the bridges. 

· The bank at the entrance to Middle Barn was being eroded and earth being washed 
in to the gullys and sil�ng them up so op�ons to be inves�gated to stop this        
occurring – possible wall to be built.  

· Network Rail was contacted to clear the grate where the highways drain goes into 
the brook which flows towards Mickelton Rd, Honeybourne 

The local farmer was contacted to remove the fallen tree in the brook which was in his 
field 

Drain Je�ng Services have visited Badhams and tried to clear the culvert behind the garage 
which leads into the road drainage system. The pipe is broken somewhere between the 2 
houses. DJS have mapped the system. 

The road will have to be closed later in the year in June to repair the gully opposite Grove 
Farm entrance, and at the same �me WCC will inves�gate the broken clay pipe in the bank 
by the entrance to Middle Barn, and clear ditch between bridges. The culvert in the ditch 
nearest Grove farm also will be fi�ed with a proper cover /grate to protect it ge�ng 
blocked. 

If you have any issues on any Highways ma�ers, please report it on the WCC website 
h�p://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it  

Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words” so   
always take a photo where possible.  

County Council Divisional Fund 

The new Divisional Fund starts on 1st April so applica�ons are invited from local community 
organisa�ons that are manned by volunteers and require a li�le help to buy equipment or 
services. To apply, please contact me.  

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on ad-
ams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or www.alastairadams.org 
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Gardeners Plot -  May in the Garden 

Oh!  fragrant is the breath of May, 
In tranquil garden closes, 

And so� yet regal is her sway 
Among the spring�de roses. 

(William Hamilton Hane, American poet 1856-1929) 
 

Flower of the month – Hydrangea or hortensia 

The best �me to plant hydrangeas is in spring or autumn, when the soil is warm 
and moist. Never plant in the middle of the day, the morning or evening is      
best when it is cool, and the plant is less likely to get stressed in its new         
surroundings. 

Hydrangeas thrive in most soils but prefer light shade and  heavy clay – good 
news for Honeybourne gardeners! Some varie�es reach up to 15� high, they 
will quickly fill a space and if properly cared for may live for up to 50 years.  
Some hydrangeas will change colour in a response to the amount of aluminium 
in the soil. You may plant a blue hydrangea which the following year will turn 
pink because the soil is too alkaline, this can be amended, however a white hy-
drangea will always remain white. Prune in early spring to encourage vigorous 
growth. 

Some tasks for the borders. 

¨ Harden off your plants if they have been grown indoors by bringing them 
out during the day and returning them to the windowsill or greenhouse 
at night. A�er a week or so they should be hardy enough to plant out. 

¨ Plant hanging baskets but keep an eye on the forecast and cover if there 
is a chance of late frost. 

¨ Tidy up the foliage of spring bulbs and put a marker in the ground so that 
you don’t risk damaging them when the leaves have died back. 

The Vegetable Plot 

May is a busy �me in the vegetable garden and the allotment. By now you will 
have sown seeds and begun to plant out on the plot, which means keeping on 
top of the watering regime and making use of all the rainfall that we have and 
minimising water loss. 

Weeds need water too so removing them will save more for your vegetables. 
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Choosing the best �me of day to water can also help with water conserva�on, 
the best �me being in the early hours as watering in the evening can lead to mil-
dew and fungi. 

Mulching will help retain water during a dry spell – use mushroom compost, 
wood shavings, ro�en manure or straw. 

Set up a water collec�on system with barrels and water bu�s. There are many 
plants that will thrive be�er with rainwater rather than tap water. 

Water around the base of the plant and avoid was�ng water on the surrounding 
soil. 

Don’t over do it! Check your soil at a spade’s depth and if its damp its fine. 

Remember- Save water! Drink Wine! 

 

Minty Dun & Darlie Chimmock 
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All aspects of plastering work: 
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A 3.4-Mile Walk to The Heart of England Forest 
Before star�ng this walk you must first register with Dorsington Farms (01789 

491 391) to use their Permissive Footpath.  

Sturdy shoes or boots are recommended. 

 

The walk starts at the village hall. Follow the main road towards The Gate Inn. 
TAKE GREAT CARE to cross this road to get to the gate adjacent to The Gate Inn 
car park opposite, that leads to the footpath to the Church. Follow this path 
through two fields and into the churchyard. Keep to the le�-hand edge and exit 
at the kissing gate. Follow the road around to the right un�l you arrive at the      
T-junc�on at the cemetery. Opposite you will see a s�le in the right-hand corner 
near to the cemetery fence. Over this s�le and another s�le into the main field * 
where you will follow the hedge on your le�-hand side un�l you arrive at the 
s�le onto the Mickleton Road. TAKE GREAT CARE when crossing this road, over 
the next s�le into the next field *. Head towards the railway bridge in the far le� 
corner of this field. Over another s�le and out onto Stra�ord Road. Turn right 
and TAKE GREAT CARE when walking (facing the oncoming traffic) under two 
railway bridges. 

Immediately a�er the second bridge turn right onto the bridleway. Pass by the 
ca�le grid ** and follow the tarmac surface to a large field gate by the house. 
Through this gate, along the track, and up the gentle gradient to the top of the 
hill. The top field is expected to be planted as woodland, with wide rides to    
protect the views of Pebworth and Meon Hill. When you arrive at the signpost 
at the top of the hill, turn around to admire the view – a lovely spot for a picnic 
(but remember to take your li�er home with you!). You will see Honeybourne 
church below, and sweeping views including (from the le�) Cutsdean Hill (305 m 
high), Oxenton Hill (223m), Dumbleton Hill (168m), Forest of Dean (up to 290m) 
with the Black Mountains (up to 886 m) behind, Bredon Hill (299 m) and the 
Malvern Hills (up to 425 m high). 

If you follow the footpath sign along the top of the hill with the hedge on your 
le�, you will pass through two large fields before arriving at the Pebworth Road 
near the top of Baylis’ Hill. TAKE GREAT CARE to cross this road and pass through 
the steel field-gate into the next field.  You are now entering The Heart of       
England Forest with permissive use only for this walk. Follow the stone track 
through this field towards the le�-hand corner where you will see the footpath 
sign. Turn right and walk with the hedge on your le� – no�ng the view of Meon 
Hill to your right - un�l you arrive at a steel gate. Do not pass through this gate.  
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Turn le� into the next field and follow the track downhill through the planta�on 
of young trees, passing through the marsh grass un�l you re-join the stone path 
near the large steel padlocked gates. Facing the gate, turn le� and walk in the 
direc�on of the pylon on top of the hill, and follow the path to the right of the 
pylon. Con�nue to follow this path as it meanders uphill towards the next     
pylons, and then pass through the steel gate between the pylon and telegraph 
pole. Please shut the gate behind you as you leave the forest. Please remember 
that you have been on private land - this is not a public right of way - with the 
kind permission of the Dorsington Estate. 

Turn right and follow the path downhill with the wire fencing on your right. 
Keep the hedging on your le� as you con�nue downhill through the open field. 
Over the s�le and across the field in an eleven o’clock direc�on to the next s�le, 
and into the next field ***. Walk straight ahead to the s�le at Buckle Street. 

TAKE GREAT CARE to cross the road, turn le� and walk facing the traffic over 
the railway bridge. Follow the road back to the Village Hall passing the Ranch 
Caravan Park and All Things Wild. 

We hope you have enjoyed your walk today, and that we have whe�ed your 
appe�te for a variety of future walks during 2022 using the Public Rights of Way 
(PROWs) in the Parish of Honeybourne. A great way to gently improve your  
fitness and wellbeing, whilst apprecia�ng the beau�ful countryside in which we 
live. 

Email steve@stephenbullen.com for copies of any walks, to express concerns, 
or seek advice on how to best enjoy Honeybourne’s PROWs. 

April 2022 

* expect sheep 

** expect ca�le 

*** expect horses 
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At Cotswold Pet Crema�on we promise a personal and individual pet crema�on service.  
We treat every single animal as though they are a member of our own family; with care, 
dignity and compassion.   

Our approach is professional and personal in equal measures and we promise only    
individual crema�ons, thus ensuring the ashes safely returned are solely those of your 
pet.  

We offer a trustworthy and safe pair of hands and we welcome you to bring your special 
pet to us directly when the sad �me comes; this way, you can be reassured that you 
know exactly where your beloved pet is being looked a�er, and, also know the journey 
that brings them here; something we would want to know ourselves. 

We understand how important it is for you to trust us with your pet, your memories and 
your friend. 

Located just 5 minutes from Honeybourne we are ideally placed to serve the local     
community. 

 
 

 

Mobile:  07946 052 941  

Landline:  01386 247 395 

Email:  lisa@cotswoldpetcrema�on.co.uk 

 

Lower Fields House, Weston Road, Bre�orton, Worcestershire, WR11 7QA 

www.cotswoldpetcrema�on.co.uk 
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Puzzle Page 
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May Quiz 

Q1. What's the birthstone of May - it represents love and success?  

Q2. Which tennis Open Championship normally begins in the last week of May?  

Q3. Which sweetly scented, highly poisonous woodland flowering plant is the birth 
flower of May?  

Q4. Historically, what sort of dancing has been linked to May Day celebra�ons?  

Q5. 'The Third of May 1808', is a pain�ng completed in 1814 by which Spanish 
painter?  
Q6. How long is the lifespan for the adult female Mayfly, Dolania americana: 5 
minutes, 5 hours, or 5 days?  

Q7. What is the more common name for the Mayflower shrub?  

Q8. In the nursery rhyme 'Nuts in May', on what sort of morning are the nuts    
gathered?  
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� �
CLAREMONT CARS �

 �
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE �

From Bidford & Honeybourne�
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week�
�

Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K�

�
Estate Cars and People Carriers up to 7 seats are available�

We specialise in meet-&-greet facilities at all major UK Airports�
�

Sample discounted rates including up to four passengers 
(supplement applies for people carriers):�

 �
BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to �

 �
 � From � � From 

Birmingham � £ 70 � Bristol Airport � £115 �
Heathrow � £140 � Luton Airport � £145 �
Gatwick � £170 � Stansted � £170 �
Manchester � £155 � Southampton � £150 �

 �
Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.

 �
FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE-HIRE 

CALL NOW ON: �
 �

01386 833660 or 07921 970711  
 �

Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Road, Honeybourne�
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