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Fill
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PHIL RAINEY
TEL: 01386 833505
MOB: 07969 620555
E-mail: phil@fill-the-frame.co.uk
45 School Street
Honeybourne
WR11 7PL
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Hello-from the Editor,

We hope that yow were able to-attend (or awre going to-attend) the
Christmas Light Switchy O evening at the Village Hall and that
yow hawe the date inv your diawy for the Community Carol Service
(22nd Dec at 7pm), also-at the Village Hall. We hope to- sees yow
there.

The list of things to- do-to-prepare for the season stouwty withy buying,
writing and posting cards; thew sorting the tree, the decorations
and getting whatever the latest Chwistmas lights awe to-hang on
the tree (and the howse/).

No-doubt yow awe looking forward to-the Chwistmas and New Yeowr
festivities but they seem to- stout earlier and earlier each yeor. By
the time 2 5th December comes round; some people will have
attended Chwistmas Lunches organised by their employer, their
variows activity groups and will have already feasted with friends
and relatives.

As we approach the end of the year, it is a time to- recognise and
appreciate all those ivv our village who-have giver their time, once
again inv 2025, to- support the conmuwmmunity in av vawiety of ways. Wil
2026 bethe yeaw that yow get inwolved?

A final word to-our new readers - this year we increased owr print
run to-880 and we welcome those who-will be spending their first
Christmas inv Honeybowrne - we hope it will be v special one.

Ow behalf of all the teaun inwolved invthe Village News; we wish yow
a very Merry Chwistmas and Happy and Prosperous new yeaw .

Village News Teawmv

! Comments & contributions e.g. photo’s around the village or area, jokes or puzzles , ide- |
I as for the Spotlight On... feature, articles, letters to the editor. editor.hbvn@gmail.com I

! ALL ARTICLES OR ARTWORK MUST BE PROVIDED READY FOR INCLUSION AND PRINT |
I USE A5 WORD, JPEG, PNG OR PREFERABLY POST INFO DIRECTLY INTO EMAIL

I Deadline date for inclusions for January 2026 is the 10th of the month |
I Deadline date for inclusions for the rest of 2026 is the 17th of the month |

e v o v o v e mm s mm s mm s mm e mm o Em s Em s Em s s Em  Em e Em  Em s Em s Em s Em s mm o s -
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Do you want to try Pilates?

Pilates will improve your posture, make those niggling aches and pains go away
whilst strengthening your core and improving flexibility and mobility

Group Pilates classes are held at Honeybourne Village Hall on Mondays at
9am, Tuesdays at 6pm, Wednesdays at 845am & Thursdays 6.30pm.
PLUS!I' We now we have a men's class on Wednesdays at 7.15pm

Ton1 reformer and mat classes are held in our well equipped
studio in Mickleton

“ Free 1 on 1 Pilates taster class for new clients
nicky@studioll3.uk - 01386 662306 - 07534 473553 - www.studiol13.uk

Reformer + Mat + Live + Online

Congratulations on 50 years combined service.

We would like to wish both our local Post Lady, Sarah, and Postman, Andy A Very Merry
Christmas. They have each served Honeybourne for 25 years, with this Christmas being their
26th. Sarah has lived in Honeybourne all her life, whilst Andy is from Evesham.

These familiar and cheerful faces deliver to around 1,000 premises in Honeybourne village
and local trading estates, with the
amount of mail they deliver doubling
over the Christmas period.

I'm sure you would all like to join us in
thanking them for their service. Come
rain or shine, valuable items find their
way to our doors.

(we should also acknowledge and thank
Sarah’s Assistant/Supervisor. You can
choose which one he is!!)

Happy Christmas to You
and your families




Wha's o In heneybourne?

LADIES WALKING GROUP!

Walking Keeps You Fit. Join our walking group and make new
friends. We do a two-mile walk on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday mornings. For more information, call Ann on 01386 830517

We look forward to seeing you.

SHORT MAT BOWLS

If anyone enjoys watching bowls on T. V. why not come along to the Village Hall
on a Friday Evening and try your hand at a somewhat simpler version called
Short Mat Bowls? All equipment is provided the only thing we ask that you
wear is flat shoes - trainers are ideal. We start at 7. 30

The cost is £2 per session which includes tea/coffee and biscuits.

For more information contact: 01386 832215.

%o\aif& Li\amr%—ﬁrwtawe

The Mobile Library on the 4th Friday in the month as follows:
12.05-12.20 Grove Avenue 12.25-12.40 Perrie Drive 13.15-13.30 Village Hall

Enquiries: 01905 822722 or emailing mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk

Why was the snowmawn looking through the carrots? — He was pleking his nose!
what do You call an old snowwman? water

what happened to the man who stole an Advent Calendar? He got 25 days!



mailto:mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk

& Message from the Parish Council Chair &

As we move into December, | would like to take a moment to thank everyone in our
community for their continued support and involvement throughout the year. It has been
wonderful to see so many people taking part in village events and supporting local initiatives
— proof once again of the strong community spirit that makes Honeybourne such a special
place to live.

November was a time of reflection and remembrance. | was honoured to lay a wreath at the
War Memorial in the churchyard and attend the Remembrance Service, and to represent
Honeybourne at the Poppies to Paddington initiative, organised by Great Western Railway
(GWR). It was a moving experience to see our wreath travel alongside others from across
the country to London Paddington. | would also like to acknowledge the beautiful poppy
display in the churchyard, which provided a fitting local tribute to those who served and
continue to serve.

By the time you read this, we will have held our Christmas Lights Switch-On at the Village
Hall. This event is always a highlight in Honeybourne’s calendar, bringing residents of all
ages together to celebrate the festive season. My sincere thanks go to everyone involved in
organising and supporting this much-loved community occasion.

As the year draws to a close, | would like to express my gratitude to my fellow councillors
and to the many residents and volunteers who give their time and energy to make
Honeybourne a welcoming and vibrant village — from supporting local events and
community groups, to helping maintain our public rights of way, and even beautifying
Honeybourne Station with raised beds for everyone to enjoy.

I would also like to recognise those who give their time quietly — whether through litter
picking, helping neighbours, or small acts of kindness that strengthen the fabric of our
community. Your efforts, often unseen, truly make a difference.

| would also like to thank the Village News
team for producing the magazine and
delivering it throughout the village — your
work keeps everyone informed and
connected.

The Christmas season reminds us of the
importance of kindness, connection and
community — values that continue to shine
brightly here in Honeybourne. As we look
ahead to 2026, the Parish Council will
continue to focus on projects that enhance
our village and bring people together.

On behalf of the Parish Council, | wish all
residents a very Merry Christmas and a
peaceful and happy New Year. Thank you to
everyone who continues to support parish
events and community life in Honeybourne.
Clir Heath Jobes

Chair, Honeybourne Parish Council




Members of Honeybourne Parish Council

Heath Jobes (Chair) 07375085116
Balbir Dubb (Vice-Chair) 07795670707

Andrew Attridge 01386 830744 Amy Mathias 07956076271
Graham Clelland 01386 832500 Stephen Sidwell 07815311432
Colin Clear 07702105737 Sandra Walsh 07714237336

Judith Mellor 07770983522 -

Clerk contact details: Mobile: 07951 429652
Email: clerk@honeybourne-pc.gov.uk

Wills, Trusts, Lasting

Powers of Attorney
and more!

Over 10 years experience. Full member of the highly
regarded and globally recognised

Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP).

Fixed fees & fully insured

Call Michelle on 07516298125 or email
michelleestateplanner@outlook.com

ALL THINGS
200 AND DINOSAUR PARK

A
Our &t =
oy Meet Santa : Mars;hmallow Toasting
WILDEST @.7‘ @ Snowball Fight«Festive Games’

lr:lg '_-E Gingerbread Decorating® AND MUCH MORE

Christmas experience yet! -

Running o:l} select dates o &/ Scan the QR to book and
from the 29" of November! avoid digappointment...

*Included in entrance cost
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iHeartCraftyThings.com —




‘nﬂz

Hone

Bab% &
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THURSDAYS, 9.30-11.30AM
HONEYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Introducing stay, play
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Bring your little one and their red
book and get baby weighed.

Thursday 11" December
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Cow Honeybourne Church

Although Honeybourne now has only one church, near the village shop and cemetery; in the
past it had two: one for each of the two villages of Church Honeybourne and Cow
Honeybourne. The church in Cow Honeybourne is now split into three private dwellings, but
its tower is still a landmark.

Cow Honeybourne church was originally built as a chapel of ease for Winchcombe Abbey.
However, by the twelfth century Winchcombe Abbey had reached an agreement with
Evesham Abbey that the latter would be responsible for maintaining the services etc. in the
church at Cow Honeybourne. The tower dates to the fifteenth century, and there are
possibly a few other medieval remains.

The church was never consecrated. In later years no dedication was known for this church,
but the priors’ registers of Evesham Abbey describe it as ‘the chapel of St. John the Baptist’
in 1539. The church was converted into almshouses at some time in the sixteenth or
seventeenth centuries: in 1712 Robert Atkyns wrote that there were five, two in the chancel
and three in the nave. By the mid-nineteenth century things had deteriorated further and in
1848 a visitor described the almshouses as ‘huts of the most miserable appearance’, the
altar was an oven, and pigs were being kept within the ‘sacred walls’. The villagers had to
worship at Church Honeybourne church, or they had the option of Cow Honeybourne
Methodist church.

However, J. G. Knapp, the curate of Honeybourne from 1855 to 1869, decided to restore the
church, and raised sufficient funds to do so. The restoration under the aegis of architect

W. J. Hopkins began in 1861 and was completed in 1862: much of the church was
completely rebuilt. Over time though, the state of the building declined again, and in the
early twentieth century another vicar was appealing for funds to improve it.

Services eventually stopped in the church in 1975, following concerns about the poor state
of the roof, which the P. C. C. could not afford to repair. The decision was made to sell off
the church: a solution made easier by the fact it had never been consecrated. It was sold by
public auction in 1976 for a total of £9,100, and converted into three dwellings: the dormers
in the nave were inserted in this process.

By Lesley O’Connell Edwards

Thank You very much for sending us this article Lesley, a very
tnteresting read.

Hf anyone else has any interesting articles/stories/reviews ete
that could go tn the magazine, please send them to:
editor.nbvn@gmail.com
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Honeybourne Dart Team Wins Parish Darts Championship
Honeybourne's dart team has won the Wychavon Parish Games darts competition, securing
maximum points and a trophy for the parish.

The victory was achieved on Monday 21st October 2025, with the trophy to be collected at
the upcoming presentation night.

The five-strong team competed against other parishes in the Wychavon area, demonstrating
excellent skill and teamwork to take first place.

The Parish Council supports residents' participation in the Wychavon Parish Games by fund-
ing entry fees for anyone in the parish wishing to compete in the various sporting events
held throughout the year.

This win is a credit to the team and reflects well on Honeybourne's community spirit and

sporting talent.
. ____________________________________________________________________________________|

Congratulations to everyone involved, great result!!
11




Dry Carpet & Low  Ep*E
Moisture Upholstery &
Drg-Ckerét (:l(}(]f]ir]g; dry-carpet.co.uk

We now offer jet washing for your

' patios, drives and decks

No drying time for carpets-can be used immediately after cleaning
Suitable for all natural and synthetic carpets

No risk to children, pets or those with allergies

Low moisture upholstery cleaning to refresh your furniture

Ideal for pet stains with built in deodoriser

No risk of sticky residue

SN

Ideal for carpets with underfloor heating or floor power outlets

01386 662306 info@dry-carpet.co.uk

R is for roof

While other churches may feature reredos and a rood screen (look them up!!), for this
month’s article | shall focus on the various roofs at St Ecgwins’ ChurchThe roof covering the
chancel is of Cotswold stone slate. We recently had some broken slates replaced and they
are such a good match | would challenge you to identify them.

Our nave started life as a conventional form with a steeply pitched roof as on the chancel. In
the 15™ century, the roof was raised, and a clerestory and flat roof added.

The line of the former pitched roof can be seen on the Tower.

The church porch is a 15™ century addition and has a stone paved roof.

The copper roof of the nave of the church has had significant issues over the years with
water ingress. The temporary repair we had done seems to be holding. It seems that the
copper panels are too large and ‘flex’ in the wind, allowing water to run underneath the
copper and find its way into the church.

The box gutters that run above the north and south elevation are very shallow and the
flashing and step to the roof are insufficient.

This arrangement means any blockages in the gutter or downpipes water to breach the gutter
and damage the internal fabric of the wall.

Our architect is busy specifying all the work that needs to be done to address the issue of
leaks — both the copper roof panels and to address the gutters and outlets, which cannot
cope with the heavy downpours we now experience.

We know that this will be costly and so we shall start the process of applying for grants to
help us to fund the necessary repairs.
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Gardening Tips for December

December may be the quietest month in the garden, but there’s still plenty you can do to
prepare for the year ahead — and enjoy some festive greenery along the way.

General Jobs

Tidy and protect: Clear away the last of autumn’s fallen leaves, especially from lawns and
paths, to stop them becoming slippery.

Protect from frost: Wrap tender plants with fleece or bubble wrap and move pots to
sheltered spots.

Clean and sharpen tools: A quick clean now will keep them rust-free and ready for spring.
Feed the birds: Natural food is scarce — keep feeders topped up and fresh water available.
In the Vegetable and Flower Garden

Harvest winter veg: Pick Brussels sprouts, leeks, parsnips, and kale as needed — they taste
sweeter after a frost.

Plan for next year: Order seed catalogues and start planning your crop rotation.

Compost heap: Turn it if the weather allows, or cover it to keep rain off.

Check for wind damage: Tie in climbing plants and secure loose trellis or stakes.

Plant bare-root roses and hedging: As long as the ground isn’t frozen or waterlogged.

Look after pots: Raise them on feet to help drainage and prevent roots sitting in icy water.
In the Greenhouse

Keep it frost-free: Use bubble wrap insulation or a small heater.

Water sparingly: Overwatering encourages rot — let compost dry a bit between watering.
Sow early seeds: Start sweet peas or early salad leaves if you have heat and good light.
Festive Touches

Bring the garden indoors: Use holly, ivy, and evergreen branches for wreaths and decorations
(leave enough for the wildlife!).

Gift ideas: Home-grown jams, dried herbs, or potted bulbs make lovely personal presents.
Tip of the Month: A little planning now makes spring gardening much easier — use dark
evenings to sketch out your growing plan or make a seed wish-list for the new year.

Honeybee's W.I
Our October meeting was very interesting, the speaker was Robin Farnworth thEWI

from theVale of Evesham Community First Responders, talking to us on how | INSPIRING WOMEN
to use Defibrillators and how to administer C.P.R. Most members had a try

at C.P.R on the dummy, with lots of laughter ensuing. We also learnt that Defibrillators are
on locked and a procedure has to be followed to use it. We learnt a lot. The evening was
enjoyed by all of us. Raffle and refreshments completed the evening.

On Saturday October 25th we held our Halloween Quiz. The Village Hall was decorated with
lots of scary items and looked great. A supper of soups and burgers was provided at the
interval, and cakes were available for sale. A huge raffle took place, with many prizes
generously given by Chipping Campden shops. The proceeds of the evening have been
shared with Chipping Campden Nurses.

Our next meeting is on December 15th at the Village Hall at 7 .30. Anyone interested in
joining us will be most welcome, just come along, or visit our Facebook page, Honeybees W.I
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On a Pog walk through Howneybourne, t came across this team
of voluntary litter plekers doing a fantastic job in the village.
Adfter a quick pet of my Dog, | persuaded thew to pose for
photo, and here it is,

A huge thank You from the village News team for the efforts of
Mandy, Karen, Owen, pylan, Aubreg and Ty,




THATCHED TAVERN

- Honeybourne-

CELEBRATE TOGETHER WITH OUR

18t December- 24th December 2025

Set-menu perfect for meeting up with friends, staff
parties, Or freating your partner o date night!
6™ DECEMBER - JOE WHELDON
12" DECEMBER - ALEX CHAPMAN
19" DECEMBER - KTO
IBER - CHRISTMAS JUMPER & QUIZ
DECEMBER - OSCAR CHURCH

FOLLOW ON OUR SOCIALS TO KEEP UP TO n ThatchedTavernHoneybourne
DATE WITH OUR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT &

SEE OUR MOUTH WATERING FOOD! |@| @thatched_tavern
BOOKINGS@THATCHEDTAVERN.CO.UK WWW .THATCHEDTAVERN.CO.UK
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A J HICKMAN ELECTRICAL

E: ajhickmanelectrical@aol.com

As a business our aim is to provide a high quality service so our
customers receive top quality install and satisfaction on the
whole service at a very competitive price.

B New Build Installs M Rewires
M Fuseboard Upgrades Efggtlg?l Safety
B Additional Power Points / Lights . afmn G ECA
M External Lighting e

M Any Aspects of Electrical Wor
B Additional BT Points '
B Additional TV Points

TeEL: 01386 83258
Mogs: 07976 85=EkE]=

& GLM Property Maintenance

Traditional Window Cleaning No job is too big or too small!
Dry Stone Walling

Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal) Call for a free quote today!
Driveways & Patios (Installation &

Cleaning)

Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning 07399 024702
Power Chimney Sweeping

Cowl/Pot Fitting and Repointing GLMServices18@gmail.com

Roofing & Flat Roofing

Fencing & Landscape Gardening
Rendering

Hedge & Tree Cutting

Rubbish Removals

Painting Interior/Exterior
Garden / House Clearances ,
And much much more Like us on Facebook 11 @GLMServices18

Fully Insured
Registered Waste Carrier

We're on Yell.com 2\
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Blocked
Ears?

EAR WAX can be troublesome,
causing sudden hearing loss,
discomfort and itchiness - but it can
be easily removed at the Cotswolds’
friendliest treatment clinic located
near Blockley.

ROOF REPAIRS-NEW ROOFS-LEADWORKS
GUTTERING-DOWNPIPES-CHIMNEY WORKS
UPVC FASCIA AND SOFFIT REPLACEMENTS
VELUX WINDOW INSTALLATIONS

NORTH COTSWOLDS EAR HYGIENE CENTRE CONTACT MARK FOR YOUR FREE ADVICE AND

Unit 47, Northwick Business Centre
Blockley, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9RF ESTIMATE

Book Online: www.earhygienist.co.uk
Phone: 01386 701650 honeybourneroofing@gmail.com

Issy@earhyglenist.co.uk honeybourneroofing.com

REACHING OUT TO HONEYBOURE RESIDENTS
Free support for you and your family

Do you suffer from a life-limiting illness and need support? Or do you know
someone who is in the last few weeks of their life and needs hospice care at home? Or
perhaps you are bereaved and struggling to come to terms with the loss of a loved
one?

We are a local charity providing a Serious Illness Support Service,
Hospice Care at Home, and Bereavement Counselling for Honeybourne and
surrounding villages.

Referrals are made by the patient’s General Practitioner, District Nurses or the family
themselves. For more information, go to: www.campdenhomenursing.org.

.\ % CAMPDEN

= Jecca's House, Aston Road, Chipping Campden, Glos GL55 6HR ¢ SAMEREN

Tel: 01386 840505 wi M’H"M

PATIENTS CARERS THE BEREAVED
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HONEYBOURNE COMMUNITY
coffee

S S S O

HONEYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL | EVERY THURSDAY 930 - 12

N

COFFEE/HOT CHOC £2
TEA £130

ENJOY A PIECE MEET FRIENDS &
OF CAKE MAKE NEW FRIENDS

BORROW A BOOK

t‘@;zsf
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Hm%‘eyboume
Village Hall

FUTURE EVENTS
** Wine & Cheese Tasting Event — 29*" Nov @ 7:30pm**
**Christmas Wreath Class - 1° Dec @ 7:30pm**
**Pantomime — Sleeping Beauty — 13'" Dec @ 2pm**

www.honeybournevillagehall.org
sk

**Movie Night - Downton Abbey - The Grand Finale — 17th Jan @ 7:30pm

email: admin@honeybournevillagehall.org
Wednesday Thursday
Coffee morning
Pilates with Nicky Yoga with Jae Pilates with Nicky 9:30am-12:00pm Gentle Yoga Zumba with Lesley Indian Block Printing
Sam-10 am 10am-11am 8:45am - 3:46am ~ 9:46am -10:45 9.30am-10.30am 7" Dec
~ ~ Embroidery Club 10:30-12:45
Fitness with Jae Art Group 9:30 -13:30 or
10:30am - 11:30am 10am -12:30pm 4" Dec 2pm -4:30pm
Toddler Group
9:30am - 11:30am
Wed Club Senior Stretch Class Sl"a",‘“':'“e
2pm -4pm 1pm- 3pm eepingBeauty
i 13th Dec
3“Dec
2pm - onwards
Kids Theatre Group Healthy
3:45pm - 5:45pm Worcestershire
2pm-4pm
W1 -15"Dec Pilates with Nicky Men’s Pilates with Pilates with Nicky Short Mat Bowls
7pm-10:00pm 6pm-7pm Nicky 6:30pm - 7:30pm Group
7.00pm -8.00pm ~ 7.30pm-8.30pm
Life Drawing
18" Dec
7:45pm - 10pm

Honeybourne

All classes require booking to attend.

S

—

Village Hall

Jan Film Night

Downron Appry

~— Tug Granp Fivary —

Saturday 17t Jan
(due to DVD release date being delayed)

Doors open 7pm
Tickets £5.00 pp
Refreshments and Raffle on the night
Tickets available online at
www.honevbournevillagehall.org

It's time to say goodbye. When Mary finds herself at the centre of a
public scandal and the family faces financial trouble, the entire
household grapples with the threat of social disgrace. The Crawleys
must embrace change as the staff prepares for a new chapter with
the next generation leading Downton Abbey into the future.

PG
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Christmas at St Ecgwin’s Church

dekdeckdkbdkbdhbdbhbbbhbbbdbbbbedst

Sunday 7*" December
9.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 14" December
11.00 am Christingle Service

Sunday 21t December
11.00 am Holy Communion

Monday 22" December
7.00 pm Carol Service
at the Village Hall

R IIIEIIIIIENW

Christmas Eve 2.30 pm Crib Service

Christmas Day
10.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 28" December
10.00 am Holy Communion

All Services in Church, apart from the Carol Service,
which is in the Village Hall

R Rk
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What can we learn in the dark?

When asked what is your favourite season;
lots of people answer spring or summer but
very few say winter. | have been learning
how people from Nordic countries embrace
the winter. Winter brings darkness and with
the darkness rest. Darkness can be a time of
calm, contemplation and recuperation.
Stillness, a lack of hurry is important to our
physical, emotional and spiritual health. “The
Ruthless Elimination of Hurry” by John Mark
Comer is a wonderful book, a manifesto for a
slower and more intentional way of living. Nature rests, but can we? Most people are
chronically sleep deprived. Winter brings a different rhythm that we can shape for our own
well-being. Rest from the opportunities and busyness that comes with light. In winter we can
hunker down, pause and take stock taking a cue from the natural world. We can let the
unimportant fall away. Winter can be a time or rest, repair and restoration.

In A Midsummer Night’s Dream nighttime, in the Athenian Forest, is a time to play, where
identities wobble and discoveries are made. Darkness can provide safety to explore, to
guestion and learn anew who we are and what is important. Asking questions is a part of
faith. Asking good questions is a sign of maturity and wisdom. A delightful celebration of
darkness comes from the author Barbara Brown Taylor in her book, “Learning to Walk in the
Dark.” She asks whether God works in the night. She shares things learnt in the dark that
couldn’t have been learnt in the light. The Psalmist reminds us (Psalm 139:12),

“Even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light
with you.”

Christians believe that an unseen (spiritual) world runs in parallel to the seen (physical)
world. In daylight it can be hard to see a source of light but at nighttime it is visible from far
away. The prophet Isaiah (9:2) foretelling the birth and ministry of Jesus wrote,

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.”

Jesus calls himself the light of the world (John 8:12). The beginning of John’s gospel (1:5)
proclaims, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Jesus brings light and Christmas is a celebration of light. Christingles, Advent wreaths and the
decoration of our Christmas trees all prompt us into praise. “The true light, which gives light
to everyone, was coming into the world’ (John 1:9).

Draw the curtains, stoke up the fire, turn on the lights, curl up on the sofa, snuggle down
under the duvet, take a glass of mulled wine or hot chocolate - breath out and relax. Invite
God'’s Holy Spirit to be at work in you, though and around you this winter. Enjoy the short
days and long nights for there is much to be discovered and discerned.

Every blessing Revd Craig Bishop
Revd Jon Barwood Tel: 07777 148880 Email: jonbarwood@btinternet.com
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A Little Christmas Sodoku for You—solution on page 28

Contact Us:

07531046597
bespoke@aj-furniture.co.uk

FURNITURE

aj-furniture.co.uk f

HANDMADE & BESPOKE
FITTED INTERIORS
KITCHENS
FREESTANDING FURNITURE

Covering Worcestershire,
Warwickshire & The Cotswolds

22



N LUDIFY AYToMOTIVE

N

FOR ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS
LUDIFY AUTOMOTIVE LTD
UNITS E/F SYCAMORE DRIVE f il

HONEYBOURNE WHATSAPP US ON
(NEXT TO THE CO-OP) 07418610873

PLUS MORE...

CALL US ON 01386 6501

WWW.LUDIF YAUTOMOTIVE.CO.UK
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'Honeybourne ¥
Bereavement Café

An opportunity to meet others in a similar
situation offering mutual support and friendship
within a safe place.

When: 1st Saturday of each month
Time: 9.30am-11.30am
Where: The Gate Inn

Honeybourne, WR117QJ
Free of charge, inc. refreshments [

We are also offering a 7-week Bereavement Journey Course,
dates to be confirmed.

e eveshamreferrals@svp.org.uk 00777 6827112

Kindly supported byWorcestershire CC and Wychavon Council

St Vincent 4

svp  dePaul Society We”beﬂ <
: “WY -

Turning Goncern into Action HAVON _—

t Vincent de Paul Society (England & leéé): registered charity number
A company limited by guarantee in E/ngl and and Wales 3174649
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Spotlight on Gordon Daffurn and his Roller Pigeons

This month | happened to catch sight of a group of birds in the skies over Stratford Road.
Whilst | admired then somersaulting overhead, | got chatting with their proud owner,
Gordon. He told me that they are Birmingham Roller pigeons which is a

breed of domesticated roller pigeon, so named, as they originated in Birmingham. They
were developed via selective breeding for their ability to do rapid back-

ward somersaults while flying. He kindly agreed to tell me more about his interest.

How long have you been keeping Roller Pigeons?

I’'ve kept and bred them for over 30 years.

How many birds do you have?

I have 90 birds at the moment and they all run. | keep them in lofts in my garden.
What about breeding? How many do you breed?

| breed about 50 birds every year because you tend to lose quite a few to birds of prey like
peregrine falcons.

When they roll, how far do they drop?
It can be anything from 10ft to 50ft.
Are there competition events for ‘rolling’?

Yes, always throughout the summer and subject to the weather they can fly all through the
year. Events started around Birmingham but now it is a worldwide hobby, with a World Cup
judged over many countries across several months.

Thank you, Gordon and let’s all keep looking out for a sight of these amazing birds!



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_pigeon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roller_(pigeon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somersault

We’re here so yourloved one can stay home, where they
want to be. Where things are safe and familiar and they
have the best chance to live a fulland meaningful life.

Whetherit’s everyday companionship or everyday
errands, Live-in Care or Home Care visits, our highly-
trained Care Experts will give your loved one the support
they need tolive inthe place they feel best: home.

See how we cansupport you.

It'sgoodto
be home

01886 5675800

worcesterandwychavon@
bluebirdcare
.co.uk




Martin Grinnell
FUNERAL
SERVICES

Evesham'’s only independent
funeral directors

' % Over 30 years %

serving the local
. s ==
community "™

® Professional Personal Service

® 24 Hour /7 Days a Week
®* Home Visits
® Private Chapel of Rest

’ Please contact us at any time
v 01386 422233

|1 Bewdley Street, Evesham. WR11 4AD




Pet Portraits by Ella
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Beautiful pencil drawings to capture your beloved fur baby. Whether its for a gift or for
yourself, it’s a wonderful way to cherish a pet forever. Perhaps it’s a memory of a
long-lost friend, a loyal companion or a recent new addition to your family. What ever the
occasion let us help you to remember them always. For more information:

Email: carolegraves@btinternet.com Tel: 07733 045103
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mailto:carolegraves@btinternet.com

Wednesday over 60s Club

Our meeting in November was a buzzy one, held on the 5%, we welcomed Mike Tenant a
local Beekeeper, Mike gave us an insight into the world of bee keeping. Mike shared his
experiences and showed us how a beehive worked. It was very informative and was enjoyed
by all.

The afternoon was rounded off by handing out birthday cards, having our usual raffle, and
catching up with friends over tea, coffee, and cake.

The Club meet the first Wednesday of the month and our next meeting in on 3™ of
December, at the Village Hall @ 2.00pm, where we are looking forward to welcoming the
children of Honeybourne school who are coming to sing carols for us.

New members are always welcome, why not pop along, meet and make new friends, we
would love to see you.

Trip to Coventry

On 17" December, our monthly trip is to the city of Coventry, where you can explore the
city’s medieval cathedral or just browse around the shops. All are welcome to join us on this
day out; you do not have to be a member of the Wednesday Club to come along. The cost of
the trip is £15, if you want to know more or to book a seat, please call Pam on

07966 871862.

SUE
‘Mobile Hair
and Besuty

‘Complete Salon Style Service’ in the
comfort of your own home.

Evergreen
Garden Maintenance

Mowing, Hedge Cutting
Tree Pruning, Turfing etc.

Fully qualified and experienced
hairdresser and beauty specialist.
Only professional products used —

Wella, L’'Oreal, Jessica etc.
Flexible appointments and personal
attention.

Sue Williams
01386 832152

(call anytime but best time is 6pm)

No job to small.
References available.

Garden Clearance Service.

FOR A FREE QUOTE
Please phone Tony

\ﬂj\f” T: 01386 854797 T‘;Q/T
S o mos2e1sla g
'/V\ V\
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one stop i
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Part of the Tesco Group < O F F I C E
\ DAY |
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40 Stratford Road, Honeybourne, WR11 7PP
Tel: +44 7721277323

= One Stop Hours Monday - Saturday @7 am-10 pm

Sunday 8am-8 pm
= Post Office Hours Monday -Friday 8am-8 pm

Saturday - Sunday 8am-1pm

Deposit Cash & Cheques directly to your bank: Free cash withdrawals: Get your money to
travel card for your holidays: Pick up your foreign currencies, and many more services.

Amazon Hub - Pick up your Amazon deliveries from here & drop off your returns.
DPD Collection & Delivery.

Great deals on Beers, Wines and Liquor: Budweiser 20 pack £17.50 : Bud light 10 pack £7 :
Corona 12 pack £12.75 : Carlsberg Pilsner 18 pack £13 : San Miguel 10 pack :£13 : Madri
Excepcional 10 pack £15 : Thatchers Gold 10 pack £12: Cruzcampo 10 pack £13 : Stella Artois 18. -
pack £18: Carlling 18 pack £17.50 : Coors 15 pack £16: Inches Chider 10 pack £10 : Stronghow ‘
Original Cider 10 pack £10.75 : Any 3 x 660mI Beers £6.50 : Any 3 x pre-mixed £6.50: Cider 3 x
£6.50
Coffee Machine: All drinks £2.49: Slushy's: £1.99
Local products include Cotteswold Milk: Norths Bakery Bread: Knights Provisions Bacon:
A ae Bennett's Ice Cream: Flavour & Fire Sauces & Seasoning.
~7/777+/Meal Deal for £4, Sandwich, Baguette or Pie + Drink + Snack.
* Safe, colourful, and fun-perfect for your little explorer!
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Medistaff24

Support with personal care
and medications
Domestic help and companionship
Contact Telephone: 01386765102
info@medistaff24.co.uk

www.medistaff24.co.uk

LESSONS FOR
ALEAGES

& ALE SKILL LEVELS

as your Coach

Come and experience
enjoyable 1to1voice
lessons and vocal coaching
for all genres and styles.

=2
CONTACT:

]
T s G
A N SWLAWNP L

MWS Aerial & Satellite
Tel: 01386 833342

Freeview

Freesat

Radio and DAB
Additional TV Points
Additional Telephone
FPoints

Free advice and quotations
CAl Member C. 1559

mMember of the Worcester Trader
Register

www.mws-aerial-satellite.co.uk

email: info@mws-aerial-
satellite.co.uk

DBellw Heior

---- Unisex Salon ----

34A High Street, Honeybourne,
WR11 7PQ

Janette and Charlotte look
forward to meeting youl

Appointments - 01386 833470
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Christmas by Candlelight - Mon, Tue, Wed evenings 1to 17 Dec

Wed 3 Dec, 8pm - Festive Folk: Jackie Oates & John Spiers, £19
Sun 7 Dec, 3pm - A Fistful of Spookies, £18 (sold out)
Thu 11 Dec, 7.30pm — Festive Ceilidh, £10 (£5)

Sun 14 Dec, 8pm - Festive Folk: Winter Wonderband, £19
Tue 16 Dec, 8pm - Festive Folk: Churchfitters, £19
Sun 21 Dec, 2.30pm - Solstic Morris Dancing & folk session
Wed 24 Dec pm - Christmas Eve, meet Father Christmas
Thu 25 Dec - open 12noon - 2pm, drinks only
Fri 26 Dec lunchtime - Boxing Day Morris & folk session
Fri 31 Dec - New Years Eve fancy dress party

Open all day. Food served Mon-Sat 12-2.30 & 6-9pm, Sun 12-8pm
Pizza available Friday evenings (excluding Christmas & New Years Day)
Folk Session every Thursday, all welcome.

Celtic Folk Session 3" Wednesday, Sunday Folk on 2" Sunday.

The Fleece Inn, The Cross, Bretforton, Worcestershire, WR11 7JE
01386 831173 info@thefleeceinn.co.uk www.thefleeceinn.co.uk




CPB
PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering work:

Boarding, skimming,

rendering, screeding

Call CARL BENFIELD
Tel:01386 831673

or 07717 201 950

Email: c-benfield @sky.com

SECURE &
CONVENIENT
STORAGE IN THE
HEART OF THE
COTSWOLDS

& CONTAINERS DESIGNED FOR STORAGE
© 8X MORE AIRFLOW
© EAsY OPEN DOORS
© 24/7Access+ceTv

ASK ABOUT LONG
|£] ' TERM DISCOUNTS

Your Trustod P tier for Socue, Fleaible

& Local Storage Solutions
=g

www cotswoldcontulnerstoruge com
les@cotswoldc linerstorage.
01789 330668

Concrete Works - Bretforton Road
Weston Subedge WRI 7QL

@ Building Supplies

@ Landscaping Supplies

@ Sleepers

@ Fencing

@ Large range of aggregates

@ Large Stock of paving & Walling
@ TopSoil, Soil Improver

@ Mushroom Compost & Bark

@ Electrical & Plumbing Supplies
@ Timber

@ Decorating Supplies

@ and much, much more

\Q 01 386 833001




Merstow Green
Funeral Home

Kevin Bowen Philip Tomlins Martyn Jeynes
Proudly serving the Vale of Evesham
and North Cotswolds since 2008

Merstow Green Funeral Home are here to support and guide
you. We offer a friendly and professional service to families

« 24 - hour service
Evesham « Bereavement advice

« Home visits

01 386 49903 « Private chapels of rest

« Floral Tributes
» Memorial Masonry
» Prepaid funeral plans

20 Merstow Green
WR11 4BD

Call us for immediate support, advice or to
arrange a home visit or to find out more about
our prepaid funeral plans.

We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.merstowgreen.co.uk @
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Too tidy? Not me! By Honey Wildbourne

| don’t have any mature trees in my relatively new garden and so the leaf fall is sparse. The
beds look pretty tidy. | wonder if my neighbour will think I’'m a bit strange if | ask for a bag
of fallen leaves? He has great piles of them around his large copper birch. | have recently
heard the insistent drone of leaf blowers around the village and seen brown “garden waste
bins overflowing with crunchy russet-coloured leaves and | have felt a little leaf envy.
Autumn tidying appears to be in full swing here in Honeybourne.

”

As the temperature drops and we head into winter there are many species — from
invertebrates to mammals - that are looking for a place to hunker down until spring. Thick
carpets of leaves offer a vital haven for many small creatures including amphibians such as
toads, frogs and newts, as well as insects of many varieties such as butterflies, spiders and
ladybirds. It is true that these layers of leaves are very tempting to ground feeding birds
and that some of the inhabitants of this “haven” may be eaten during the leaner months of
winter, but, to quote the musical, it’s just “the circle of life”!

After having spotted a visiting hedgehog family during the summer, | also hope that a pile of
leaves in a quiet corner of the garden might offer one of them bedding in which to
hibernate. There’s a gap under my shed that looks cosy enough to offer a home.

Where leaf litter is concerned, perhaps the little-loved group who benefit themselves, as
well as gardeners, are the detritivores. Apart from having a name that sounds like the
villain in a comic book, detritivores are the garden’s own clean up and recycling crew.

Earthworms, woodlice and slugs process leaves by ingesting them and returning the
nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorous to the soil, thus making it available to our
cultivated plants. Also, in the detritivore crew, are fungi and bacteria (the good sort) that
colonise the leaf litter and, through secreted enzymes, break the leaves down. One way or
another, by the end of winter, most of the leaves are likely to have been incorporated into
the soil, increasing
the level of humus
and making our
heavy clay soil more
friable.

By allowing my
garden beds to be a
little “untidy” | hope
to be rewarded by a
thriving and
balanced
ecosystem.

Maybe | should ask
for two bags!
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WASTE MANAGEMENT

RECYCLING TODAY’S

FOR TOMORROWS

Responsible Waste

Disosal

Providing the total waste
management service for
the reduction, reuse and

recovery of waste.

Skip Hire
Aggregates
Topsoil BS3882:2015

Licenced Waste
Transfer Station

01386 841 181

www.budgetskips.com

) /budgetskiphire
(©) /budgetwastemanagement




WHEN DID
YOU LAST HAVE

A FINANCIAL
HEALTH CHECK?

Would you know if:

You could have a capital gains tax liability?

You could access your pensions flexibly?

Your pension fund is under performing?

Your investments are providing the best return?

You have an inheritance tax liability?

¥ou have sufficient cover in place to protect loved ones?

For a FREE. no obligation fimancial Karl Thnrpe e
review, please contact me to arrange Independent Financial Adviser

a suitable time for us to meet.
m. 07879 466385

I'm happy to have initial discussions on e. karlthorpe@afhgroup.com
the phone, via video call or face to

faro. wiww.afhwm.co.uk

AFH Weslh Mensgermar s freding style of AFH Independenl francial
Smrvicas Limerd, which i suiorsed end regulsied by he Francel
Cenduct Aoty wwe kon o ukl R d Berv i Peider no
1704, Fugtaresin Englard anc Wl Company no. D804780

Swgubered Offce- AR House. Bunistord Drive. Siokos Hesth, Bromagrose, .
‘Worowertane. Bl 438 AFH independent Fnesncs Servcm Limidedan wealth

wiolby: e subsidinny of A FH Rrarcisl Group P (company re: rl"-al'l-ErgEn'lEnt
(F23333T) ASDH 40330
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Your community
needs you

Community Speed Watch (CSW) volunteers are
needed to help run active CSW schemes and monitor
the speed of vehicles at specified, safe locations.

For more information about CSW and how to get
involved, contact your local safer neighbourhood team.

For the latest crime prevention advice visit: To get involved please
WWW.WeEStMercid.police uk/cp/arime-preventior

call Colin on
Follow us on social media: €3 @westmerciaroads @ @WMerciaRoads

07702105737

For crimes in progress call 999,
For n ergencies report onling, www.westmerca po

rt online vous ¢ ct the nolice the 1 NOn - oy
ep oniineg, you can Ccontact the poice via tne 11U ( €
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Your local friendly garage

For Servicing and Repairs to all Vehicle Makes
Cars to Light Commercial Vehicles
Batteries - Tyres - Exhausts
Wheel Balance - Wheel Alignment
Diagnostics - Puncture Repairs
And Much More!

Give us a call or drop in and see us.
We are here to help you safely on your journey.

T: 01386 832157

The 0Id Brickworks t Opening hours
Buckle Street ]

g
g Mon to Fri: 8am - 6pm
HDnEYDDUrne * 3 To Bidford = p

<— Honayboume Village

Evesham WRI 8QE s - Gak: Bam - 1pm
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