Homzybouur'ng“\<

illagc News™ |

Tnfo - Local : News

May 2026

|
\




HARMONY NAILS ¢# )
BEAUTY -
P S

Millinery Matters

° Handcrafted individual hats &
headwear

MOBILE BEAUTY THERAPIST
.
o ENJOYARANGEOF o
NAIL ¢# BEAUTY

TREATMENTS IN THE

COMEFORT OF YOUR
OWN HOME

PN

COVERING EVESHAM ¢ SURROUNDING
AREAS

Special occasion hats
Cocktail hats & fascinators
Unigque bridal headwear
Hat re-timming servce
Hat stretching & repairs

For all your hatling needs contact
Anmnie
07310 204719
annie@millinerymatiers.co.uk

Call Helen v millinerymatters cons
0’781 506 3541 Souwth Littletom

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES

Fill

the Frame

PHIL RAINEY
TEL: 01386 833505
MOB: 07969 620555
E-mail: phil@fill-the-frame.co.uk
45 School Street

Honeybourne
WR11 7PL

Facebook @ FILL the FRAME
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Welcome to- May 2026

The daffodilsy are blooming and the trees awe blossoming which can
only meawv one thing - spring is well under way! This time of yeowr
representy new beginunings and offers new stouts inv loty of wavys:
Maybe that project youw've been sawing until the weather’s better?
Wil 2026 be the yeauwr yow finally grow your oww courgettes? Or
maybe it’s tume to-take out that kayak yow bought last yeaw that
has been collecting dust. Whatever your spring goals aure, we wishs
yow all sunny weather for your bright new adventures:

LOCAL - COMMUNITY: Worcestershive CC’s Librawy Sexrvice has
lawnched o new online Reading Pledge Wall to-encowrage readery
of all ages to-engage with new interesty and old fovowrites. Wheth-
er it's finally finishing the LOTR series; or simply reading at bed-
time withvyour childven, everyone iy ivwited to-set reading goals
together. Yow cawvjoinv viaw the website or in av local Library.

UK - WILDLIFE: A yeowr after being reintroduced; beavers have
transformed o Dorset woodland into- v thwiving wetland ecosystem
A single pair have buidt av 35mv long douwny, and already the site has
become v lush habitat for numerows rawve species of amphibions;
birds and baty. The National Trust plans to- release move pairs after
this promising initial success.

INTERNATIONAL - SPORT: A breakthwough was annownced
concerning the gender debate inv sport: the International Olympic
Comumittee hay established new rules for classification in women's
competition. A simple new test, designed to-determine biological
sex, inwolves only av cheek swab- and will be used to-test for the SRY
gene;, which iy present only inv biological males. This comes after
yeaws of concern arouwnd gender eligibility on the Olympic stage
and increasing cally to-ensure womenV's sport resmaing foir.

If yow would like to- showe yowr good news storvies here, please get in
touch. AU the very best from the Honeybowrne Village News Teamn.

Comments & contributions e.g. photo’s around the village or area, jokes or puzzles,

. ideas for the Spotlight On... feature, articles, letters to the editor. editor.hbvn@gmail.com |
I .
* ALL ARTICLES OR ARTWORK MUST BE PROVIDED READY FOR INCLUSION AND PRINT USE |

A5 WORD, JPEG, PNG OR PREFERABLY POST INFO DIRECTLY INTO EMAIL I

| .
Deadline date for inclusions in 2026 is the 17:00hrs on17th of the month !
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PARISH OF HONEYBOURNE

ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

e
DATE| Tuesday 12 May 2026
TIME | 6:30 pm
VENUE | Honeybourne Village Hall

Harvest Close, Honeybourne

All electors of the Parish are warmly invited to attend.

Local groups and organisations are welcome
to give a brief report on their activities.
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LADIES WALKING GROUP!

Walking Keeps You Fit. Join our walking group and make new friends. We
do a two-mile walk on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings. For
more information, call Ann on 01386 830517

We look forward to seeing you.

%Dbi?& \/i\omn‘fTiM'm\o?e

The Mobile Library on the 4th Friday in the month as follows:
12.05-12.20 Grove Avenue 12.25-12.40 Perrie Drive 13.15-13.30 Village Hall
Enquiries: 01905 822722 or emailing mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk

Wednesday over 60s Club

At our April meeting was on 1° April (no Joke), we had a lovely afternoon being entertained
by the Badsey Shanty Group, who gave us renditions of various nautical folk songs, some
were well known and some were less so, but still enjoyable. Thank you again to the Badsey
Shanty Group for giving up their time to spend it with our Club.

On concluding business matters, we rounded the afternoon off with Tea, Coffee and Cake,
and our usual monthly raffle.

Our next Trip is planned for 20™ May, which will be our annual trip to the seaside of
Weston Super Mare. The trip cost will be £15 and non-members are welcome. If you are
interested in coming on the trip, then please call Pam on 07966 871862.

The Club meet on the first Wednesday of the month, our next meeting our will be on 6"
May, at the Village Hall @ 2.30pm, where our Guests will be from The Freedom Day Centre
from South Littleton. New members are always welcome, so why not pop along, meet and
make new friends, as always, we would love to see you.

Honeybees W.I. March Meeting

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Medieval Ladies due to give us a [heWI

talk, were unable to attend at the last minute. We had guest members INSPIRING WOMEN
from Littleton W.I with us, so we gathered our thoughts and decided on
an impromptu Quiz.

Chris volunteered to be Question Master, and dealt with any queries promptly. It turned
out to be great fun and made us all think. After counting up, joint winners were announced,
one from each W.I. A social time finished the evening with refreshments and raffle.

Our next meeting is May18th when our speaker is Sue Ablett, talking to us on Travel.
Anyone interested in joining us will be most welcome, for more information, you can check
our Facebook page or Call 0138683051



mailto:mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk

Parish Council News

The Council would like to thank everyone who took the time to complete our
Neighbourhood Plan Review survey, whether in hardcopy or online. We were delighted with
the response and our thanks also go to the One Stop Shop and the Thatched Tavern for
kindly hosting our survey collection boxes. The results are now being carefully analysed by
our planning consultant and will inform the next stage of the review process.

As we enter the new financial year, the Council has been pleased to support a number of the
village's voluntary organisations through its grants programme, as well as making a financial
contribution to South Worcestershire Citizens Advice, which provides valuable services to
Honeybourne residents.

Spring has brought a splash of colour to Honeybourne Station, where the Friends of
Honeybourne Station have installed two beautiful flower planters on the platform — a
wonderfully welcoming touch and a real credit to the group.

With the planting season now under way, we are pleased to announce that a small number
of allotment plots are available. We also warmly welcome the newly formed Honeybourne
Allotment and Garden Association. If you are interested in a plot, please contact the Clerk at
clerk@honeybourne-pc.gov.uk

Finally, the Council has agreed to install house martin nesting boxes on its own buildings —
watch this space!

To view Parish Council agendas and minutes, please visit our website at
www.honeybourne-pc.qov.uk

Heath Jobes
Chair of Honeybourne Parish Council

Members of Honeybourne Parish Council

Heath Jobes (Chair) 07375085116
Balbir Dubb (Vice-Chair) 07795670707

Andrew Attridge 01386 830744 Amy Mathias 07956076271
Graham Clelland 01386 832500 Stephen Sidwell 07815311432
Colin Clear 07702105737 Sandra Walsh 07714237336

Judith Mellor 07770983522 -

Clerk contact details: Mobile: 07951 429652 clerk@honeybourne-pc.gov.uk

Honeybourne Village News have received a request to publish promotional details of the
planning development on the field opposite Owl Homes. We do not publish such items
and if you want to find out about it, please contact Wychavon District Council Planning.
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HONEYBOURNECOMMUNTY
coﬁca WW Cmao
HONEYBOURNEVILLAGE HAL | EVERY THURSDAY 330 -1 NZ

(AKE £1.50

()
=

MEET FRIENDS &
MAKE NEW FRIENDS

L]

BORROW A BOOK

<€ C¢C ¢

€<¢€¢C ¢ ¢

Beautiful pencil drawings to capture your beloved fur baby. Whether its for a gift or for
yourself, it’s a wonderful way to cherish a pet forever. Perhaps it’s a memory of a
long-lost friend, a loyal companion or a recent new addition to your family. What ever the
occasion let us help you to remember them always. For more information:

Email: carolegraves@btinternet.com Tel: 07733 045103
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Swifts and Swallows

Encouraging swifts and swallows to return to the countryside is vital for the health and
charm of our rural landscapes. Both species are iconic summer visitors, travelling thousands
of miles from Africa to nest in the UK, yet their numbers have declined due to habitat loss,
modern building designs, and a shortage of insect food.

One of the most effective ways to support them is by providing suitable nesting
opportunities. Swifts prefer high, sheltered cavities under eaves, which are increasingly
scarce on modern houses. Installing swift boxes or leaving access to roof spaces can make a
real difference. Swallows, meanwhile, favour open barns, sheds, and outbuildings where
they can build mud nests on beams and ledges. Avoiding the closure of these spaces during
their breeding season helps sustain local populations.

Maintaining a healthy insect population is equally important. Reducing pesticide use,
encouraging wildflower meadows, and leaving patches of long grass provides the flying
insects these birds rely on to feed their young. Ponds, wetland areas, and hedgerows also
create thriving insect habitats.

Community engagement can play a role too. Local projects to monitor returning swifts and
swallows, alongside awareness campaigns about nest protection, foster a sense of
stewardship. By making our countryside more welcoming, we can ensure that the skies of
spring and summer remain alive with their acrobatic flight and joyful calls.

Swallows typically return to the UK from late March to April while Swifts arrive later,
generally from late April to early May. Swallows usually depart by October, but Swifts have a
shorter stay leaving as early as July or August.

Protecting these birds not only preserves a cherished sign of the season but also strengthens
the biodiversity of the British countryside. More information available on the RSPB website.

If you have Swifts or
Swallows nesting on
your property, please
let us know with a
photo to the
Honeybourne Village
News Team.
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Honeg Tots
_____ Baby &
Toddler Group

THURSDAYS, 9.30-11.30AM
HONEYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Stay, play & weigh!

Bring your little one and their red
book and get baby weighed.

Thursday 14th May
Thursday 11th June

D BN

]
‘\,
ce® 00 00 00 i
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Dry Carpet & Low  Ep*E
Moisture Upholstery &
Drg-Carpt Cleanlng dry-carpet.co.uk

2 We now offer jet washing for your

, patios, drives and decks

No drying time for carpets-can be used immediately after cleaning
Suitable for all natural and synthetic carpets

No risk to children, pets or those with allergies

Low moisture upholstery cleaning to refresh your furniture

Ideal for pet stains with built in deodoriser

No risk of sticky residue

SN

Ideal for carpets with underfloor heating or floor power outlets

01386 662306 info@dry-carpet.co.uk

Contact Us:

07531 046597
bespoke@aj-furniture.co.uk

aj-furniture.co.uk f

FURNITURE

HANDMADE & BESPOKE
FITTED INTERIORS
KITCHENS
FREESTANDING FURNITURE

Covering Worcestershire,
Warwickshire & The Cotswolds
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May Gardening Tips

May is one of the most rewarding months in the garden. With longer days and warmer
temperatures, plants begin to flourish, and gardeners can finally get stuck into sowing,
planting, and tidying after the slower spring months.

Planting Out & Sowing

Once the risk of late frost has passed, it’s safe to plant out tender vegetables such as
tomatoes, courgettes, and runner beans. Harden off young plants first by gradually
introducing them to outdoor conditions over a week or so. You can also sow directly
outdoors—carrots, beetroot, lettuce, and peas will all do well now.

Flower Power

Summer bedding plants like petunias, marigolds,
and geraniums can be planted into borders,
containers, and hanging baskets. For continuous
blooms, remember to deadhead spring

flowers such as pansies and primroses. It’s also a
great time to sow hardy annuals like

cornflowers and calendula for a colourful display
later in the season.

Lawn Care
Lawns grow vigorously in May. Mow regularly, but avoid cutting too short during dry spells.
If you haven’t already, apply a spring lawn feed and tackle weeds before they spread.

Weeding & Mulching
Weeds thrive at this time of year, so stay on top of them while they’re still small. Applying a
layer of mulch around plants helps suppress weeds, retain moisture, and improve soil health.

Greenhouse Jobs

Ventilation is key as temperatures rise—open doors and vents on warm days to prevent
overheating. Keep an eye out for pests like aphids and whitefly, and water regularly as plants
will dry out more quickly.

Wildlife-Friendly Gardening

Encourage pollinators by planting nectar-rich flowers and avoiding pesticides where possible.
Consider leaving a small patch of your garden to grow a little wild—it can provide valuable
habitat for insects and birds.

Final Tip

Keep an eye on the weather forecast. A late cold snap can still catch gardeners out, so have
fleece or cloches ready just in case.

Happy gardening!
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Make every cia,y WILD

2026 are now on sa,le

Buy yours now

Reformer + Mat + Live + Online

Do you want to try Pilates?

Pilates will improve your posture, make those niggling aches and pains go
away whilst strengthening your core and improving flexibility and mobility

Group Pilates classes are held at Honeybourne Village Hall on
Mondays at 9am, Tuesdays at 6pm, Wednesdays at 845am &
Thursdays 6.30pm.

PLUS!I' We now we have a men's class on Wednesdays at 7 pm

Ton1 reformer and Group Reformer+ classes are held in our well

equipped studios in Mickleton
Scan To See our Reformer+ Studio

nicky@studiol13.uk - 01386 662306 -
07570 023535 - www.studio13.uk
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THATCHED TAVERN

- Honeybourne -

www.thatchedtavern.co.uk

MAY
2026

Deb’'s Open Mic Night
Wednesday 13" May

%J\ Wednesday 27™ May

From poetry to the spoken word
Singing to dancing
Have you got a talent you would like to show the world? Come and
show us!

Fish & Chip Blue Light
Tuesdays Discount

\‘& Every Tueaday Monday- Friday
Two portions of our fish & chips 15% off food
a. for £25.00! £10.00 Pizza

S

2 Quiz Night Live Music A
N 2 Cancelled Friday 22 May ¢ { 4 1

7:30pm
@ o

BOOKINGS@THATCHEDTAVERN.CO.UK
01386 834273

FOLLOW ON OUR SOCIALS TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT & SEE OUR MOUTH WATERING FOOD!

@thatched_tavern ﬁ ThatchedTavernHoneybourne




A J HICKMAN ELECTRICAL

E: ajhickmanelectrical@aol.com

As a business our aim is to provide a high quality service so our
customers receive top quality install and satisfaction on the
whole service at a very competitive price.

B New Build Installs M Rewires
M Fuseboard Upgrades Efggtlg?l Safety
B Additional Power Points / Lights . afmn G ECA
M External Lighting e

M Any Aspects of Electrical Wor
B Additional BT Points '
B Additional TV Points

TeEL: 01386 83258
Mogs: 07976 85=EkE]=

& GLM Property Maintenance

Traditional Window Cleaning No job is too big or too small!
Dry Stone Walling

Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal) Call for a free quote today!
Driveways & Patios (Installation &

Cleaning)

Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning 07399 024702
Power Chimney Sweeping

Cowl/Pot Fitting and Repointing GLMServices18@gmail.com

Roofing & Flat Roofing

Fencing & Landscape Gardening
Rendering

Hedge & Tree Cutting

Rubbish Removals

Painting Interior/Exterior
Garden / House Clearances ,
And much much more Like us on Facebook 11 @GLMServices18

Fully Insured
Registered Waste Carrier

We're on Yell.com 2\
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Blocked Evergreen

2 Garden

(3
Eq ¥S* Maintenance
EAR WAX can be troublesome, Mowing, Hedge Cutting
causing sudden hearing loss, Tree Pruning, Turﬁng etc.

discomfort and itchiness - but it can
be easily removed at the Cotswolds’
friendliest treatment clinic located

— near Blockley.

No job to small.
References available.

Garden Clearance Service.

FOR A FREE QUOTE
Please phone Tony

T: 01386 854797
M: 07752
NORTH COTSWOLDS EAR HYGIENE CENTRE v a0 0775 '\(/\ v

Unit 47, Northwick Business Centre 613814
Blockley, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9RF

AT T\#Jx'.y
X’
Book Online: www.earhygienist.co.uk %ﬁdf\i %ﬁ?\:f

Phone: 01386 701650
Issy@earhygienist.co.uk

AMPDE WEEKLY
SOME NURSI% DID YOU KNOW LOCAL CHARITY LOTTERY

9935% CAMPDEN HOME NURSING | § &)
o5 |pROVIDES HONEYBOURNE RESIDENTS..2| ¥

of hospice care at home . -
H A Little Play, a Lot of Care

¢ End-of-life nursing care and support in people’s own homes by dedicated nurses

+ Bereavement counselling and support for adults and teenagers

¢ Play therapy for children aged 4 - 13

¢ Wellbeing activities and community workshops

» Volunteering opportunities at our charity shop, gardening or support at Jecca’'s House

Join our weekly lottery for just £1 per week to win £250,000 and support us!

01386 840505 info@campdenhomenursing.org
www.campdenhomenursing.org Charity 1178423 -
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WHEN DID
YOU LAST HAVE

A FINANCIAL
HEALTH CHECK?

Would you know if:

You could have a capital gains tax liability?

You could access your pensions flexibly?

Your pension fund is under performing?

Your investments are providing the best return?

¥ou have an inheritance tax liability ?

¥ou have sufficient cover in place to protect loved ones?

For a FREE. no ocbligation fimancial Karl Thnrpe e
review, please contact me to arrange Independent Financial Adviser

a suitable time for us to meet.
m. OFA7F 465385

I'm happy to have initial discussions on e. karl thorpe@afhgroup.com
the phone, via video call or face to

face. www. afhwm.co.uk

AFt ‘Wizsllh Munsgemant iv s frsding sbyle of AFH Independenl Rrancil
Smrvicen Limed, which i suiorsed e regulsied by the Francsl
Conduct fuitteonty. wwa s ogukli R d Baeviom Peoider no
TULP0A Fuggatmrectin England mnel Walss. Compary no. AT

Swgpubmred Ofbce- AR House. Bunixiord Dreee. Siokes Hesth, Bromagross. .
‘Worcewiershine, Ball 41E. AFH indeperdent Fnencel Ssracn Lmied an wealth

wholly: pared nubsdiany of & FH Arencsl Croup P (company re: n"anagEmEnt
Fe333T) AGDE 40230
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Ho:i"eybourne
Village Hall

www.honeybournevillagehall.org
email: admin@honeybournevillagehall.org

] Wednesday Thursday

FUTURE EVENTS
**Movie Night - Hamnet
23" May @ 7:30pm **
**Country Music night — save the date 4" July - more details to follow**
**Gin Tasting Event — Date to be confirmed @) **

Coffee morning

Pilates with Nicky Yoga with Jae Pilates with Nicky 9:30am-12:00pm Gentle Yoga Zumba with Lesley
9am-10 am 10am-11am 8:45am - 3:45am ~ 9:45am - 10:45 9.30am-10.30am
~ ~ Embroidery Club
Fitness with Jae Art Group 9:30-13:30
10:30am - 11:30am 10am -12:30pm 7™ May
Toddler Group
9:30am - 11:30am
Wed Club Senior Stretch Class
2:00pm -4:00pm 1pm- 3pm
6™ May
Kids Theatre Group Healthy
3:46pm - 5:46pm Worcestershire
2:00pm - 4:00pm
WI-18"May Pilates with Nicky Men’s Pilates with Pilates with Nicky Short Mat Bowls
7:00pm-10:00pm 6:00pm- 7:00pm Nicky 6:30pm - 7:30pm Group
7.00pm -8.00pm ~ 7.30pm-8.30pm
Life Drawing
217" May

7:46pm - 10:00pm

Allclasses require booking to attend.

S

—

Honeybourne
Village Hall

May Film Night

Saturday 23« May
Doors open 7pm
Tickets £5.00 pp
Refreshments and Raffle on the night
Tickets available on the night or online at
www.honevbournevillagehall.org

A Based on the New York Times best-selling novel, Academy Award®-

winning director Chloé Zhao (Nomadland) directs a powerful story of
love and loss. William Shakespeare (Paul Mescal) falls for the free-
spirited Agnes (Jessie Buckley). Their whirlwind romance leads to
marriage and three children, but as Will's theatrical ambitions draw him
to London, Agnes remains behind to manage the household. When
tragedy strikes, their bond is deeply tested—but through grief and
resilience, their journey inspires the creation of Shakespeare's timeless
masterpiece, Hamlet.

12A
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Help u3a celebrate their 25th anniversary in Evesham

The members of the u3a in Evesham and District are celebrating their 25th Anniversary in
2026. From small beginnings in November 2001, they have grown to over 1,200 members and
now offer over 90 different interest groups, everything from Archaeology to Italian to Board
Games, as well as numerous walking and physical activity groups. The u3a is open to all who
are no longer in full-time employment. Look us up on Facebook or find details of groups and
activities on our website Evesham. Why not come along to our Open Meetings that take place
on the first Wednesday of each month at 2 pm in the Methodist Centre on Bridge Street, with
an outside speaker followed by tea and biscuits? Did you know that there are u3a branches
across the Cotswolds and Gloucestershire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire, and if you are
a member of your local branch, you are welcome to join u3a groups in Evesham.

For the Silver Anniversary year, we are contacting founder members who may still be in the
area. Were you or someone you know a member of Evesham u3a in the early years? If you
have any information regarding founder members, we would like to hear from you. Please
contact Lorna Slaughter via the u3a Evesham website https://evesham.u3asite.uk/25-years/

\

Help us celebrate
the founding of
Evesham u3a in 2001

u3 a Evesham Were you or someone you
R know a member of Evesham &
25 ‘Hl Anmve" Sary District u3ain the early years?

evesham.u3asite.uk/25-years/

A VISION OF LOVELINESS IN LYCRA by Tim's Mum

My ten year old son Tim was an excellent athlete with the build of a distance runner- tall and
pretty skinny. He was reasonably good looking with a lovely personality and more energy
than the Duracell bunny. At that time he wasn't interested in girls and spent most of his spare
time training. But Tim had charm, charisma, call it what you like but of which he was totally
unaware.

So | was a bit surprised when | answered the door one day to two attractive young ladies who
| recognised as being from the year above Tim and who excitedly asked if he was home. Yes,
he was in his bedroom so | called upstairs to say that there was someone at the door for him.
We lived in an old cottage with rather steep stairs which, when coming down them, obscured
your view of the front door until you were at least half way down.

And | knew what Tim was wearing.

As he started down the stairs the girls' first view was of a pair of enormous Dennis the
Menace slippers supporting two thin white legs encased in skin-tight lycra cycling shorts!

Tim didn't care what he looked like but, judging by the looks on their faces, | think the girls
did. The days of Tim wearing lycra shorts has long passed but he still loves running.

18
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What ‘pay’ did the vicars of Honeybourne get just
before the Dissolution of the Monasteries?

We know this as the Worcestershire Historical Society
recently published the priors’ registers of Evesham
Abbey for the early sixteenth century, up to its
dissolution in 1540. The documents reveal village life
and its farming practices.

Evesham Abbey owned the estate of Church
Honeybourne. Amongst the rewards its vicar received
were the ‘small tithes’ of the parishioners, which were payable on livestock, wool, and
non-cereal crops: the vicar was entitled to a tenth of each of these. He also received tithes
of flax and hemp, indicating both of these were being grown in Honeybourne at the time.
(The ‘great tithes’ of corn and hay went to the Abbey.) He had a house of two bays, which
he was to share with the vicar of Cow Honeybourne; and they were responsible for the
upkeep of the parts they used. The tithes might well have been paid in kind, but he also had
real money in four marks a year, paid quarterly by the Abbey (a mark was worth thirteen
shillings and four old pence: 67p in today’s money; four marks would be £2 67p), and
possibly also received money when he was paid altar dues. In addition he received three
yards of cloth in the style of the Abbot’s chaplains whenever the Abbot was providing
clothing for his servants. He was also entitled to a cartload of beans and peas from the
Abbey’s manor of Middle Littleton: the Abbey’s tithe barn at Middle Littleton still stands
today and is well worth a visit.

Although Cow Honeybourne was owned by Winchcombe Abbey, under a twelfth century
agreement Evesham Abbey was responsible for providing the priest at Cow Honeybourne.
He (and all priests were male then) did not receive any tithes, but he did have a house, and
received an annual stipend of a hundred shillings paid quarterly (£5 p.a. in today’s money).
In this case, we are told what was expected of him in return: he was to celebrate the divine
service on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays, and also on any other feast days, and provide
other ‘customary functions’ such as confession. If he was ill or infirm, then he could provide
someone else to perform the duties. Lesley O’Connell Edwards.

Annual Plant Sale—St Ecgwin’s Church

We look forward to seeing you at this year’s popular Village
Plant Sale!

We would be very grateful if you could kindly plant a few

extra seeds now, and bring the resulting plants along for us ;___:, <
to sell on the day. All proceeds go towards the Friends R __% = =

Charity for upkeep of the church building. o — p'Aht

Thank you. Date: Sat 6™ June Time : 10am -12 noon S&'Q

Ribbons for Remembrance

This year we are planning to do Ribbons for Remembrance at the church.

Please find/save any ribbon you may have and watch this space for further information
Thank you.
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Team Rector’s Letter May 2026 — ‘Physiotherapy / Little and
Often’

| have right-sided trochanteric bursitis which is likely due to a
tight lliotibial band ... Years of walking mean that the balance of |
my muscles is out of kilter. | am very good going straight but do
not have corresponding strength or flexibility with lateral
movements. Fortunately, through the skill and expertise of a
physiotherapist | have some exercises which will mean, as long
as | am diligent and careful, my discomfort will disappear in a
few weeks.

This is good news as | have a sabbatical in the summer, and | am
hoping to walk from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean across
the Pyrenees, walk a bit more of the South West coast path and
climb a few more Scottish hills ...

Physiotherapy has ancient roots and can be traced back to the Hippocrates, a Greek physician,
sometimes called the ‘father of medicine.” The modern discipline emerged in 19" century
Sweden, but it was the two World Wars that saw physiotherapy expand significantly as thera-
pists helped rehabilitate injured soldiers. Several times | have had cause to consult a physio —
all related to sport or walking. When | have followed the prescribed exercises the ailments
have disappeared.

All of this has made me think about the church’s teaching which generally isn’t prescriptive.
Do this and you will become more patient or less selfish. Do that and you will be more joyful
or less anxious. One of the satisfactions of the Lent course on prayer was by sharing different
ways and techniques of praying, practicing them and then reflecting our experiences together
we were able to develop our prayer lives.

The Marriage Course we have just started offers a series of exercises and reflections that en-
hances relationships. The exercises and practical, tried and tested, cheap and achievable — it
sounds as if I’'m on commission —I’m not.

There is wisdom and insight on how we can develop as disciples and deepen our faith but like
a course of physiotherapy we must commit ourselves and our time. | have been learning to
identify bird species over several years. It something | do regularly, a little and often, it’s not
something that develops when | neglect it. | am faithfully plodding along with the language
app Duolingo — | am by no means fluent, but | am better than | was last month and much
better than | was last year. This is true in all aspects of our lives our intellects, our fitness and
our spirituality.

The best way to get ready for walking up hills on my sabbatical is to walk up hills. In the next
few months, | need to make sure | create time to walk up hills. The same is true for my prayer
life — if | want to have a more fruitful prayer life, | need to practice prayer.

Is there an aspect of your life you would like to enhance — is there an aspect of your spiritual
life you would like to develop? Practice, little and often, be realistic — and with your faith if
you’re not sure where to start ask me or someone else who leads worship in our churches -
there are a plethora of resources to help us grow.

This month may you enjoy practicing

May you grow and become more fully alive Every blessing, Revd Craig Bishop
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'Honeybourne ¥
Bereavement Café

An opportunity to meet others in a similar
situation offering mutual support and friendship
within a safe place.

When: 1st Saturday of each month
Time: 9.30am-11.30am
Where: The Gate Inn

Honeybourne, WR117QJ
Free of charge, inc. refreshments [

We are also offering a 7-week Bereavement Journey Course,
dates to be confirmed.

e eveshamreferrals@svp.org.uk 00777 6827112

Kindly supported byWorcestershire CC and Wychavon Council

St Vincent 4

svp  dePaul Society We”beﬂ <
: “WY -

Turning Goncern into Action HAVON _—

t Vincent de Paul Society (England & leéé): registered charity number
A company limited by guarantee in E/ngl and and Wales 3174649
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96 Self
Storage

Q Honeybourne

Secure. Flexible.
Right on your

doorstep.

New Location Now Open

@ Flexible Terms @ Transparent Pricing
@ Safe and Secure

@ Residential/Trade Storage

contact@96storage.co.uk ._@ ' E

96storage.co.uk El
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We’re here so yourloved one can stay home, where they
want to be. Where things are safe and familiar and they
have the best chance to live a fulland meaningful life.

Whetherit’s everyday companionship or everyday
errands, Live-in Care or Home Care visits, our highly-
trained Care Experts will give your loved one the support
they need tolive inthe place they feel best: home.

See how we cansupport you.

It'sgoodto
be home

01886 5675800

worcesterandwychavon@
bluebirdcare
.co.uk




Martin Grinnell
FUNERAL
SERVICES

Evesham'’s only independent
funeral directors

' % Over 30 years %

serving the local
. s ==
community "™

® Professional Personal Service

® 24 Hour /7 Days a Week
®* Home Visits
® Private Chapel of Rest

’ Please contact us at any time
v 01386 422233

|1 Bewdley Street, Evesham. WR11 4AD




ROOF REPAIRS-NEW ROOFS-LEADWORKS
GUTTERING-DOWNPIPES-CHIMNEY WORKS
UPVC FASCIA AND SOFFIT REPLACEMENTS
VELUX WINDOW INSTALLATIONS

CONTACT MARK FOR YOUR FREE ADVICE AND
ESTIMATE

honeybourneroofing@gmail.com
honeybourneroofing.com
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W is for window

There are fifteen window openings in the main part of Honeybourne
church, plus seven small glazed windows in the tower as well. These all
date to different periods. The earliest openings are the onesin the
chancel, which date to the church’s foundation in 1295. Those on the
north and south walls are relatively narrow; the East window is a
stepped group of three, making it much wider. The two on the south
wall were refurbished in the mid-twentieth century with nineteenth
century stained glass depicting Hope and Faith.

Some of the windows in the nave are much larger, and date to a later
period. The original windows on the south wall would have been
demolished when the (now gone) south aisle was built, and the ones
that are there now have been dated to the nineteenth century. The
perpendicular window on the south wall to the west of the porch
dates to the fourteenth century, and was restored in 1953 to
commemorate the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II: the inscription is
still visible. The small clerestory windows high on the south wall have
been dated to the later seventeenth or early eighteenth century.

But how do you actually count the windows in the church? A recent
visit from Honeybourne School showed this isn't as simple as it seems.
There are lots of little windows with a stone surround within a bigger
window opening: so does one count these individually? For instance,
does each clerestory window count as one window, or as three? And is
there one East window or three? In total, there seem to be

fifty-three smaller windows, each in its own frame, in the main church.

By Lesley O Connell Edwards

Wills, Trusts, Lasting
Powers of Attorney

and more!

Over 10 years experience. Full member of the highly
regarded and globally recognised

Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP).

Fixed fees & fully insured

Call Michelle on 07516298125 or email
michelleestateplanner@outlook.com
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Merstow Green
Funeral Home

Kevin Bowen Philip Tomlins Martyn Jeynes
Proudly serving the Vale of Evesham
and North Cotswolds since 2008

Merstow Green Funeral Home are here to support and guide
vou. We offer a friendly and professional service to families

« 24 - hour service
Evesham « Bereavement advice

« Home visits

01 386 49903 « Private chapels of rest

« Floral Tributes
» Memorial Masonry
« Prepaid funeral plans

20 Merstow Green
WR11 4BD

Call us for immediate support, advice or to
arrange a home visit or to find out more about
our prepaid funeral plans.

We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.merstowgreen.co.uk @




Medistaff24

Support with personal care CONSTRUCTION &
GROUNDWORKS

and medications
Domestic help and companionship G 07497 950 391
Contact Telephone: 01386765102 [X<Nal=l[[eYG] oloNelolpligeleidlaTe Kot XUl¢
info@medistaff24.co.uk Bilbrough_and_sons_|td

www.medistaff24.co.uk f BAS Construction

MWS Aerial & Satellite %w %
Tel: 01386 833342 eh

* Freeview

* Freesat

# Radio and DAB

* Additional TV Points 34A High Street, Honeybourne,
¢ Additional Telephone WR11 7PQ

Points

---- Unisex Salon ----

Free advice and quotations
Janette and Charlotte look

CAl Member C. 1559 .
forward to meeting you!

mMember of the Worcester Trader
Register

www. mws-aerial-satellite.co.uk Appointments - 01386 833470

email: info@mws-aerial-
satellite.co.uk
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Sun 3 May; 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Tamson Elliott Trio, £19
Sun 4 May, 1pm - Worcester Male Voice Choir, free entry
Tue 5 May, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Malin Lewis Trio, £19
Sun 10 May, 8pm - Los Vega (all the way from Mexica!), £19
Tue 12 May, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: The Ocelots, £16
Sun 17 May, 10am to 3pm - Makers Market
Thu 14 May, 7.30pm - May Ceilidh, £10 (£5)
Wed 20 May, from 6pm - Charity Biker Nite
Fri 22 May, 7.30pm - Belle d'Vain & Friends Dance Qut
Sun 24 May, from 5.30pm- Bretforton Silver Band Asparagus Auction
Mon 25 May, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Kim Carnie, £20
Tue 26 May, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Paul McKenna, £18
Sun 31 May early evening - St Leonards Church Asparagus Auction
Sun 31 May, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Bird Tunes with Miranda Rutter, Rob
Harbron, Sam Sweeney, £19
Open all day. Food served Mon-Sat 12-2.30 & 6-9pm, Sun 12-8pm
Folk Session every Thursday, all welcome.
Celtic Folk Session 3" Wednesday, Sunday Folk on 2" Sunday.

The Fleece Inn, The Cross, Bretforton, Worcestershire, WR11 7JE
01386 831173 info@thefleeceinn.co.uk www.thefleeceinn.co.uk




CPB
PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering work:
Boarding, skimming,

rendering, screeding

Call CARL BENFIELD
Tel:01386 831673

or 07717 201 950

Email: c-benfield @sky.com

R supeR
Wl cLear ™
<t P

SECURE &
CONVENIENT
STORAGE IN THE
HEART OF THE
COTSWOLDS

& CONTAINERS DESIGNED FOR STORAGE
© 8X MORE AIRFLOW
© EAsY OPEN DOORS
© 24/7Access+ceTv

ASK ABOUT LONG
TERM DISCOUNTS

Your Trugtod Portner bor Socure, Forible.
& Local Storage Solutions
www.cotswoldcontainerstorage.com

sales@cotswoldcontainerstorage.com
01789 330668

Concrete Works - Bretforton Road
Weston Subedge WRI 7QL

@ Building Supplies

@ Landscaping Supplies

@ Sleepers

@ Fencing

@ Large range of aggregates

@ Large Stock of paving & Walling
@ TopSoil, Soil Improver

@ Mushroom Compost & Bark

@ Electrical & Plumbing Supplies
@ Timber

@ Decorating Supplies

@ and much, much more

Q 01386 833001




The Healing Powers of Nature

There is nothing more cathartic for me than to go on long, rambling country walks with my
nearly three-year-old dog Malaika.

We have discovered many wonderful routes in and around Honeybourne. No people, roads
or traffic. Navigating over styles and looking out for the many marked PROWs.

Just the wonderful sounds of birdsong, insects, babbling brooks and the rustling of leaves.
Now that Spring is here, we have the added bonus of seeing and hearing frolicking lambs. Of
course, | always ensure that Malaika is on lead when near any farm animals.

| would encourage everyone to try to get out more, and to experience the sheer beauty of
being surrounded by mother nature. Take the kids, have a picnic and collect some inter-
esting leaves, moss and feathers for a project at home.

No matter your mood or the weather, it truly is so beneficial for all of us, both mentally and
physically.

In an often uncertain and
unsettled world, keeping ‘the
monkey chatter’ of our minds
clear, is powerful and calming.
Take a phone for safety, but
don’t use it other than to
capture beautiful scenery.

Carpe diem.
Love and light to you all.
Nikki




Beetlemania by Honey Wildbourne

| like facts and data, especially the astonishing and surprising variety. Did you know that,
worldwide, there are approximately 400,000 described species of beetles that together
account for about 25% of all known animal life-forms. That’s a lot of beetles. So, finding
seven ladybirds in my house the other day doesn’t seem as noteworthy as | had at first
assumed. Prompted by a rise in temperature, dormant ladybirds reemerge in spring — I'm
guessing, in this case, from the vents in the top of my windows - to seek food, aphids being
the main thing on their menu. | am glad to say that there are no aphids in my house, and so
the Gu pot and postcard technique was applied in order to capture and then release them
into the garden.

The fact that six of them were harlequin ladybirds —
a non-native variety that arrived in the UK a little
over 20 years ago — along with a single Adalia
bipunctata (or native two-spot ladybird), shows
just how successful these invaders have been.
Deliberately introduced into Europe and the USA as
a biological control of aphids and mealybugs in
orchards and greenhouses, the harlequins have
spread rapidly, often outcompeting the native
varieties. Along with the many other introduced
species — hares by the Romans, rabbits by the
Normans and grey squirrels by wealthy Victorian
landowners — it looks as though the harlequin is here to stay.

In other beetle news: unexpected whirligig
beetle in greenhouse trough! To keep my
greenhouse plants safe from low night
temperatures, | have a 40 litre trough set up
in there to absorb daytime warmth, in
theory, to be released during the night, to
lessen the chill. It probably doesn’t make
that much difference, but | enjoy releasing
the inner nerd every now and again. What |
didn’t expect was to find a whirligig beetle
pootling about the water’s surface less than
24 hours after | had set my “experiment” up.

These busy little beetles fly, between dusk and dawn, at this time of year to find new
habitats in which to breed. Attracted by the shiny surface, they home in on bodies of
water. | can only guess that this individual came in through the open vents after seeing the
reflection on the water of the open trough. The idea that a suitable mate will also find it’s
way to this “mini pond” in the greenhouse seems very unlikely, so, Gu pot in hand, |
scooped it out, placed the pot, water and beetle outside. I’'m glad to report, the next
morning the whirligig had disappeared, off to more salubrious accommodations | expect!
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one stop

your local store

Part of the Tesco Group

40 Stratford Road, Honeybourne, WR11 7PP
Tel, +44 7721277323

¥ One Stop Hours Monday -Saturday 7am - 10 pm
Sunday gam-8pm

> Post Office Hours  Monday -Friday 7am- 5 pm
Saturday gam-1pm
Sunday Closed

= Deposit Cash & Cheques directly to your bank: Free cash withdrawals: Get your money to
travel card for your holidays: Pick up your foreign currencies, and many more services.

= Amazon Hub -Pick up your Amazon deliveries from here & drop off your returns.

= DPD Collection & Delivery.

+ Great deals on Beers, Wines and Liguor: Birra Moretti 10 pack £13 : Budweiser 10 pack £12 :
Budweiser 20 pack £17.50 : Bud light 10 pack £8 : Corona 12 pack £15 : Carlsberg Pilsner 18
pack £13 : San Miguel 10 pack :£13 : Madri Excepcional 10 pack £15 : Thatchers Gold 10 pack
£10: Cruzcampo 10 packf£14 : Stella Artois 18 pack £18 : Carlling 18 pack £17.50 : Coors 18
pack £17 : Inches Chider 10 pack £12 : Strongbow Original Cider 10 pack £10.75: Any 3 x 660ml
Beers £6.50 : Any 3 x pre-mixed £6.50: Cider 3 x£6.50

+ Coffee Machine : All drinks £2.49: Slushy's: £1.99

« Local products include Cotteswold Milk : Norths Bakery Bread, Knights Provisions Bacon

« Bennett's Ice Cream : Flavour & Fire Sauces & Seasoning,

« Meal Deal for £4, Sandwich, Baguette or Pie + Drink + Snack.

+ Safe, colourful, and fun-perfect for your little explorer!

amazon hub
N

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
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Your local friendly garage

For Servicing and Repairs to all Vehicle Makes
Cars to Light Commercial Vehicles
Batteries - Tyres - Exhausts
Wheel Balance - Wheel Alignment
Diagnostics - Puncture Repairs
And Much More!

Give us a call or drop in and see us.
We are here to help you safely on your journey.

T: 01386 832157

The 0Id Brickworks t Opening hours
Buckle Street ]

g
g Mon to Fri: 8am - 6pm
HDnEYDDUrne * 3 To Bidford = p

<— Honayboume Village

Evesham WRI 8QE s - Gak: Bam - 1pm

36




