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Don’t forget the Village Fete, Saturday 18th July. 
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Welcome to July 2026 

Let’s kick off this month’s issue with some GOOD NEWS STORIES that 

may not have hit the major headlines but still deserve our  

attention! 

For nature enthusiasts: 

UK — new funding for restoration has kickstarted plans to  

reintroduce the golden eagle to England’s countryside after a 150-

year absence. 

International — volunteers recently mapped over 100m of new  

coral growth on the Great Barrier Reef, displaying the health and 

resilience of the reef, thanks to conservation projects. 

For eco warriors: 

UK — London’s underground tube is set to be increasingly powered 

by solar energy, with the goal of running on 100% renewable  

energy by 2030. INTERNATIONAL — despite President Trump’s 

stance, solar power generation in the United States officially  

surpassed coal generation for the first time. State governments  

continue to resist the federal position and improve renewable  

energy production, regardless of Trump’s anti- eco reputation. 

For sports fans: 

UK — darts fans will have seen Littler and Humpries lift the World 

Cup trophy last month, in a fantastic 10-5 victory over the  

Netherlands (Van Gerwen and Van Veen). England extended their 

record as 6-time winners of the event. 

INTERNATIONAL — the Youth Olympic Games will take place in  

Dakar, Senegal, from 31 October to 13 November 13 this year, and 

Team GB have announced selection of 17 athletes from 7 different 

sports. Don’t forget to tune in and support our next generation of 

athletes! 

From all of us at HVN, have a lovely July! 

Contact details for the HBVN: 

Comments & contributions e.g. photo’s around the village or area, jokes or puzzles ,  
ideas for the Spotlight On… feature, articles, letters to the editor.  editor.hbvn@gmail.com   

All Articles or Artwork Must be Provided Ready for Inclusion and Print Use 
A5 Word, JPEG, PNG or Preferably Post Info Directly into Email 

Deadline date for inclusions in 2026 is the 17:00hrs on17th of the month 
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Monies raised for Pebworth Fire Fighters Charity  

As many people know Roger Clarke collapsed at The Gate Inn last July with a cardiac arrest. 
Luckily for Roger Pebworth Fire Fighters were on their way back from an aborted call and 
saw him collapse. They stopped and immediately gave CPR and used the defibrillator. After 
4 attempts with the defibrillator, they brought Roger back to life. Last October his family 
and friends attended a fund-raising event at The Gate and raised over £2500 for the fire 
fighter charity.  

On Tuesday evening 26th May Roger, his family and Sue from The Gate met with the  
life-saving fire crew and presented them with a cheque for over £3000. Including extra 
raised money from a previous event held at The Gate for the same charity.  

We as a family will be forever grateful to these wonderful men that saved Roger’s life and 
are forever in their debt.      Patricia Clarke 

To donate to the Fire Fighters Charity, please see 

www.firefighterscharity.org.uk 

To Donate to the British Heart Foundation, please see www.bhf.org.uk 

For Instructions on the use of a Defibrillator please see  

www.sja.org.uk/first-aid-advice/how-to-use-a-defibrillator/ 
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The Mobile Library on the 4th Friday in the month as follows:  

 12.05-12.20 Grove Avenue  12.25-12.40 Perrie Drive   13.15-13.30 Village Hall 
Enquiries: 01905 822722 or emailing  mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Wednesday over 60s Club 

We had great fun playing with bubbles at our June meeting (held on third). Our guest was Dr 
Bob King who entertained us with the magic of bubbles. Bob gave us an insight to the  
history and science behind making good bubbles. Three key elements are having good juice, 
wand, and weather. We then went on to see various bubble shapes and sizes and a few of 
our members had the opportunity to be encased in one. We all had an enjoyable afternoon. 
On concluding business matters on proposed speakers and trips, we rounded the afternoon 
off with Tea, Coffee and Cake, and our usual monthly raffle. 
Our next Trip is planned for 15th July, when we will be visiting Rugby Garden Centre. The trip 
cost will be £15 and non-members are welcome. If your interested is coming on the trip, 
then please call Pam on 07966 871862. 

The Club meet on the first Wednesday of the month, our next meeting our will be on 1st 
July, at the Village Hall @ 2.30pm, where our guests will be Campden Home Nursing. 

Honeybees W.I. May Meeting 

Our May meeting was our A.G.M, with area advisor Sue White coming to chair the evening. 
The President and Committee were all re-elected and the yearly resolutions voted on.  
Business over ,our speaker for the evening was Sue Ablett, who gave us an exciting journey 
through the Himalayas entitled "Darjeeling and the Last Kingdom". 
With video  backing Sue described how her journey began in Calcutta, which she summed 
up as " chaotic, colour, noise and mayhem" Formally the capital of India, Calcutta was  
created by the British, with buildings very like here in Britain. From there Sue travelled to 
Darjeeling which is the main tea growing area, over forty thousand people are employed on 
the plantations. The local people very friendly and everywhere Sue went, she  was  
presented with garlands of flowers. Her last port of call was Bhutan, with less than a million  
population, and the only capital city which does not have traffic lights. Archery is the  
National sport and their  only entry into the Olympic Games. Rhododendrons grow wild  
everywhere and the Tarkin is the National animal. 
Sue flew home from Delhi, alongside Mount Everest, which she described as magical. 
An amazing  journey and an extremely interesting talk. 

Our next meeting is June 15th when Ian Pickering will be talking to us about the Weather 
Road Show. 
Anyone interested in joining us will be most welcome, for more information check our  
Facebook Page or call 01386830517. 

mailto:mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Parish Council News. Did You Know? Honeybourne Has 29 Bins! 

You might be surprised to learn just how well served  
Honeybourne is when it comes to bins. Honeybourne  
Parish Council recently carried out a survey of bin  
provision right across the parish — and the good news is 
that wherever you walk in the village, you are never far 
from one. In total, we counted 29 bins spread across the 
whole parish, all of which are suitable for both general 
litter and dog waste, as permitted by Wychavon District 
Council. Here is a guide to where you will find them. 

Station Road (6 bins) 

Station Road is particularly well looked after, with six bins 
running the length of the road. Starting at the northern 
end, you will find a freestanding bin on the west grass 
verge opposite the Sycamore Drive junction, and another 
on the grass verge on Stephenson Way, next to the Stephenson Way road sign. Further 
along, there is a bin mounted on a lamp post opposite the junction with Dudley Road.  
Continuing south, you will find a bin on a short post on the grass verge between All Things 
Wild Nature Centre and Shepherd Walk, and another next to the zebra crossing. At the 
crossroads of Station Road, High Street and Stratford Road, there is a freestanding bin on 
the grass area near the village bench. 

Stratford Road and the Cemetery (4 bins) 

The HPC Cemetery is accessed via a short access road off Stratford Road. In the cemetery 
parking area you will find a post-mounted bin and a freestanding bin, and there is a further 
freestanding bin just inside the cemetery gate itself. A bin has also been ordered for the 
entrance to footpath HY-527 on Stratford Road, opposite the Mickleton Road junction, and 
is awaiting installation by Wychavon District Council. 

Harvard Avenue, Westbourne and Grove Avenue (6 bins) 

The estate roads to the east of Stratford Road are well catered for. On Harvard Avenue, a 
bin is mounted on the bus stop post close to the open space. Over on Westbourne, you will 
find two freestanding bins next to the play area, as well as a green post-mounted bin on the 
grass verge. At the junction of Westbourne and Grove Avenue there is a freestanding bin on 
the grass verge, and at the junction of Grove Avenue and Stratford Road you will find anoth-
er next to the bench by St Ecgwin's Church noticeboard. 

High Street (2 bins) 

On the High Street, look out for a mounted bin next to the defibrillator unit — you will  
recognise it by the former red telephone box near No. 40 High Street. Further along towards 
Brick Walk, there is a freestanding bin on the grass verge at the junction. 

Bretforton Road — Elm Green (2 bins) 

A mounted bin sits near the Parish Council's No Parking sign, and a freestanding bin is  
located at the Gloster Ades Road junction corner of the green. 



7 

 

Members of Honeybourne Parish Council 

Heath Jobes (Chair)  07375085116 
Balbir Dubb (Vice-Chair) 07795670707 

Andrew Attridge     01386 830744 Amy Mathias         07956076271  

Graham Clelland    01386 832500 Stephen Sidwell   07815311432 

Colin Clear               07702105737 Sandra Walsh       07714237336 

Judith Mellor           07770983522  - 

Clerk contact details: Mobile: 07951 429652  clerk@honeybourne-pc.gov.uk 

Brick Walk and The Leys (5 bins) 

The Leys playing field is one of the best-served areas in the parish — perhaps not surprising 
given how many residents use it! In the parking area at the entrance to The Leys on Brick 
Walk you will find both a freestanding bin and a mounted bin. Inside The Leys itself there 
are two further freestanding bins, one on each side of the yellow self-closing gate leading 
into the play area, and a post-mounted bin at the entrance to footpath HY-543, alongside 
the hedge next to the play area. 

School Street (2 bins) 

At the junction of High Street and School Street, there is a freestanding bin next to the  
noticeboard — handy for the school run! A mounted bin can also be found outside  
Honeybourne Primary Academy on School Street. 

Grange Farm Drive (1 bin) 

On Grange Farm Drive, a mounted bin can be found near the Parish Council noticeboard and 
the Village Hall. 

Weston Road (1 bin) 

Weston Road, which is the continuation of Station Road heading south, is also well served. A 
post-mounted bin can be found at the five-bar gate entrance to footpath 553(B). 

So there you have it — 29 bins right across the parish, so there is always one nearby  
wherever you are walking. Please do make use of the facilities on offer and help us keep  
Honeybourne looking its best.          Cllr Heath Jobes  Chair Honeybourne Parish Council 
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June Wildlife in Honeybourne Churchyard 

On June 14th the congregation at  
Honeybourne’s family service discovered the 
wildlife of the churchyard as part of the  
Caring for God’s Acre week. Everyone had a 
wonderful time exploring the in the sunshine. 
The highlight was finding a very small frog! 
The bees were busy on many flowers. Other 
wildlife spotted included a centipede, red and 
black ants, woodlice, bees, a Ringlet butterfly, 
a Meadow Brown butterfly, Jackdaws, and a 
Blue Tit. Many flowers and plants were found, 
including Self Heal, Cinquefoil, Bindweed, 
White Clover, White Byrony, Hawthorn, 
Bramble / Blackberry, as well as common  
daisies and Buttercups. Lots of birds were 
heard, too, including a Wren, Blackbird,  
Robin, Jackdaws, Chiffchaff, Blackcap and a 
Whitethroat. It is amazing what’s in the 
churchyard: all these were seen and heard in 
the space of 15minutes 
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 Gardening Tips for July 
 
July is usually one of the warmest months of the year, bringing both rewards and challenges 
for gardeners. Regular watering, weeding and harvesting will keep gardens looking their best 
throughout the summer. 
 
Water Wisely 
Water plants thoroughly rather than little and often. Early morning or late evening is the best 
time to reduce evaporation. Pay particular attention to hanging baskets, containers and  
greenhouse plants, which can dry out very quickly during hot weather. 
Deadhead Summer Flowers 
Continue removing faded blooms from roses, dahlias, geraniums and other flowering plants. 
Regular deadheading encourages more flowers and keeps displays looking attractive. 
Harvest Fruit and Vegetables 
Many crops are now ready for picking. Keep harvesting courgettes, beans, peas, lettuce and 
soft fruits regularly to encourage further production. Lift garlic and shallots once the foliage 
starts to yellow. 
Feed Hungry Plants 
Tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and flowering baskets benefit from regular feeding with a high
-potash fertiliser. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions and avoid overfeeding. 
Keep Weeds Under Control 
Warm temperatures encourage rapid weed growth. Hoe on dry days and remove weeds  
before they have a chance to set seed. 
Look After the Lawn 
Raise mower blades slightly during dry spells to avoid stressing the grass. Brown lawns will 
usually recover when rain returns. Water newly laid turf if necessary. 
Greenhouse Care 
Ensure good ventilation by opening doors, vents and windows. Damp down greenhouse floors 
on hot days to increase humidity and help prevent red spider mite infestations. 
Take Cuttings 
July is an excellent time to take cuttings from many shrubs and perennials, providing free 
plants for next year. 
Watch for Pests and Diseases 
Keep an eye out for aphids, slugs, 
powdery mildew and tomato 
blight. Early action can prevent 
problems from spreading. 
 
Enjoy the Garden 
Above all, take time to sit back and 
enjoy the fruits of your labour. 
Summer gardens are at their peak, 
providing colour, fragrance and a 
haven for wildlife. 
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Evergreen           

Garden  

Maintenance 

Mowing, Hedge Cutting 
Tree Pruning, Turfing etc. 

No job to small.  
References available. 

Garden Clearance Service. 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 

Please phone Tony  
 

T: 01386 854797 
M: 07752 
613814 
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Plant Sale at St Ecgwin’s Church 

The weather forecast was dreadful for the 
afternoon of 6th June, but that did not 
deter you! The forecast was wrong and 
we had just one light shower, but it was 
chilly and really did not feel like June at 
all. 
Thanks to those who arrived early to  
donate plants for us to sell, to those who 
helped set up the stalls and put up the 
bunting. The churchyard looked lovely for 
the 2pm start. 
Special thanks to the family of the late 
Olwen Humphreys who kindly allowed us 
to take plants from her house and garden 
as well as the ceramic pots from her shed. 
Our thanks also to Andrew Laing who also donated some lovely stone plant pots.  
We are grateful to Adam at Honeybourne CoOp who gave us some carrier bags for our  
customers to use to carry away their purchases  and to TOPS at Mickleton who donated 
some black plastic plant trays.  
Above all, thanks to you for coming along to support the event.  We were delighted that we 
made £135 for the Friends of St Ecgwin’s Church charity, which put the money towards  
maintaining the fabric of the building.                                                     See you next year! 

Y is for Year 

At different times of the year the altar frontal in churches is a different colour. The reason for 
this is the different seasons of the Church’s year. The church’s year runs on a slightly different 
time frame to an ordinary year, or to a tax year. It begins with Advent at the beginning of 
December, progresses through Christmas and Epiphany, to Lent. After that comes Palm  
Sunday, Good Friday, Easter, , Ascension Day, Pentecost (or Whitsunday), and then ‘ordinary 
time’ until the beginning of Advent. 
The standardisation of four specific colours for specific seasons only occurred in the sixteenth 
century. Before then individual churches chose what colours to use when:  one ninth century 
Irish treatise lists eight colours! 
Today, there are four colours you will see on a church altar: white, purple, red and green. 
White is the colour for seasons of major celebration, such as Christmas or Easter, and these 
festivals last longer in the Church than the day itself, so white will still be in use at the end of 
January. Purple is used for seasons of preparation, so will be in use in Advent before  
Christmas and in Lent before Easter. Red is only used on a few occasions, for special saints 
and martyrs, and on Palm Sunday and Pentecost. Green gets used on all the other weeks, 
which are known as ‘ordinary time’. These colours are used on altar frontals, and will also be 
used on some clerical garments such as stoles and chasubles, and for the cloth covering the 
Communion plate and cup on the altar at the start of a Communion service.  
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Vicar’s Letter, ‘Taking time to recognise, be thankful & love’ 
 
Have you ever lost something important? 
Most of us have experienced that moment of realisation 
when a set of keys, a purse, a phone, or something precious 
is no longer where we expected it to be. When that happens, 
we begin to search. We look carefully, retrace our steps, and 
pay close attention to places we might otherwise overlook. 
When something matters to us, we recognise when it is  
missing. 
This simple idea lies at the heart of two of Jesus' best-known 
parables in Luke 15. A shepherd realises that one sheep is 
missing from his flock and goes in search of it. A woman  
notices that one coin has been lost and sweeps her whole 
house until she finds it. These are not grand stories about 
kings and armies. They are stories about ordinary people doing ordinary things. Yet they  
reveal something important about God. 
God sees what is lost, forgotten, overlooked, or vulnerable. The shepherd and the woman 
refuse to accept loss as inevitable. They search carefully and rejoice when what was missing 
is found. 
These parables also have something to teach us about our relationship with God's creation.  
One of the challenges facing our world today is that we can become accustomed to loss. A 
field that no longer hums with insects. Fewer birds than we remember from our childhood. A 
stream, woodland, or coastline that is not as healthy as it once was. Often these changes  
happen gradually, and because they happen slowly, we stop noticing them. 
Yet Scripture reminds us that creation matters deeply to God. In the opening chapter of  
Genesis, God looks upon creation and calls it good. Every creature, every plant, every  
landscape has value not simply because it is useful to us, but because it belongs to God and 
forms part of the wonderful world he has made. 
The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin remind us that attentive love begins with 
noticing. The shepherd noticed. The woman noticed. And because they noticed, they acted. 
It is often said that we protect what we love. But perhaps an even deeper truth is that we can 
only love what we know, and we only truly know what we take time to properly see. 
That can be difficult in a culture shaped by speed, efficiency, and constant distraction. Yet 
Jesus' stories invite us to slow down and pay attention. Rather than becoming overwhelmed 
by global statistics and environmental challenges, we can begin with what is close at hand. 
We can notice the birds in our gardens, the flowers in the fields, the changing seasons, and 
the rich variety of life that surrounds us. 
Taking time to properly see may seem like a small thing, but it is often the beginning of  
gratitude, care, and action. So this month, when you are out and about - walking the dog or 
just for a summer stroll - take time to recognise, to be thankful and to love God’s creation.   
Jesus notices and searches, and rejoices when what is lost is found. May we become people 
who see too: people who delight in God's creation, care for what has been entrusted to us, 
and never lose sight of the value of every part of the world God has called good. 
Revd Jon Barwood  Tel: 07777 148880 Email: jonbarwood@btinternet.com  
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                  Pet Portraits by Ella 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful pencil drawings to capture your beloved fur baby. Whether its for a gift or for 

yourself, it’s a wonderful way to cherish a pet forever. Perhaps it’s a memory of a  

long-lost friend, a loyal companion or a recent new addition to your family. What ever the 

occasion let us help you to remember them always. For more information: 

Email: carolegraves@btinternet.com  Tel: 07733 045103 

mailto:carolegraves@btinternet.com
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Bella Hair 
---- Unisex Salon ---- 

 

34A High Street, Honeybourne, 

WR11 7PQ 

 

Janette and Charlotte look  

forward to meeting you! 

 

Appointments - 01386 833470  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support with personal care  

and medications  

Domestic help and companionship 

Contact Telephone: 01386765102 

 info@medistaff24.co.uk 

 www.medistaff24.co.uk 
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All aspects of plastering work: 
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Your Local Policing Team 

Your local Neighbourhood Police Officers are 
PC Alex Prentice, PC Shaquille Lakin and PC Eve 
Marshall. Your local Police Community Support 
Officers are PCSO Jasmine Hill and PCSO Lee 
Stirling. Please feel free to contact the team 
via email, eveshamrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk.  

The team is known as the Evesham and Pershore Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team. The 
team have 2 Facebook pages, 'Evesham Police' and 'Pershore Police'. Please follow these 
to keep up to date with our activities and to see when our local drop in/engagement  
sessions are.  

Speed Enforcement 

TruCam has officially arrived in Evesham, Pershore and the surrounding villages. Your local 
Safer Neighbourhood Officers are now fully trained and equipped to use this speed  
enforcement device as part of ongoing efforts to keep our communities safe.  

What you need to know: 

TruCam is used to detect vehicles exceeding the speed limit 
Offences are recorded digitally 
Data is downloaded automatically 
Anyone caught speeding will receive a ticket by post  

Sign up to Neighbourhood Matters! 

Drop-in sessions are held weekly around the patch. If you have anything you wish to discuss, 
please pop along to one of these sessions. These sessions are advertised on Neighbourhood 
Matters. Neighbourhood Matters is a free service which allows you to receive updates  
regarding crime in your area and also allows you to message your local officer. Take a look 
at the website for further information: https://neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/. 

Please feel free to come to any session you see advertised, you do not have to live in the 
village to attend. If you know people who do not have access to the internet, please feel 
free to share the information. The more people who know about these drop-ins, the better! 

Reporting Incidents 

Please remember to report crime and any incidents via 999, 101 or on the West Mercia 
website. Please do not email/ring/text individual officers if a crime has happened, this needs 
to be reported officially through the correct channels. 

Going on Holiday—a couple of Security Tips. 

Ask a neighbour to watch your home: Having someone check in can deter burglars and  

provide quick response if needed. 

Use timers for lights and appliances to simulate occupancy 
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Friends of Honeybourne School 

A huge well done to everyone who took part in Sports day and the 
colour run yesterday!! Thank you to the parent who brought the 
strawberries for us and thank you to Evesham Morrisons for donating 
the cream.  
Thank you to our colour run sponsors - , Honeybourne Roofing, 
Greenhill Autos and Stuart Brown Painting and Decorating. Your  
support means more of the money raised can go towards improving the outdoor play 
equipment.  
Thank you to everyone who helped out on the day, whether that was selling drinks or ice 
creams or throwing powder during the colour run!  
Thank you to all the staff at Honeybourne Pri-
mary School for helping out and clearing up at 
the end!  
The children had a fabulous time (as the  
pictures show!) 
We'd love to see more pictures if you are hap-
py to share any pictures you have of your own 
children!  
We are still collecting sponsorship money! 
Please bring any cash into school . 
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Honeybourne Walk.  
 
A circular walk towards Bretforton.  Distance: 3 miles flat terrain with 3 stiles. 
The walk starts at the footpath adjacent to Maple Close off the High Street. After 50 yards 
turn left into the corner of the field and 
cross the ditch bridge. You will pass  
alongside the underground sewage  
pumping station before crossing over a 
stile. Walk diagonally across the paddock 
and through the gate. Walk across the 
farmyard and through the next gate; into 
the next paddock and onto the gate at the 
far end. Take care to follow the waymarker 
on the gate post that directs you in the 
general direction of the brook on your 
right-hand side. Over a stile in the middle 
of the field and onwards, passing a dismantled stile, to the bridge over the Gate Inn brook. 

Turn immediately left as you leave the bridge, and continue to follow the brook; through the 
large field gates, and continue to follow the brook until you meet another pair of large field 
gates leading back over the brook. Through the gates and you are now on the bridleway that 
passes through the gap in the field hedge opposite, and then follows the edge of the field 
until you reach the Bretforton Road. 
TAKE GREAT CARE when crossing the Bretforton Road. This is a very fast road and visibility is 
not very good. Once across the road, follow the verge to your right. You will see an ancient 
county boundary stone (Worcestershire / Gloucestershire) near the hedge. Take the first 
track on your left (signpost is on opposite side of the road). Follow this track with the hedge 
on your left. After 200 yards the path moves across so that the hedge is now on your right, 

Through the gap in the hedge and into the next field (full 
of poly-tunnels) where you will immediately fork right 
and follow the path between the strawberry tunnels. 
Immediately after the tunnels, turn left (almost back on 
yourself) to head back in the direction of Honeybourne, 
again between the strawberry tunnels. After the last 
strawberry tunnel walk into the corner of the field where 
you will find a bridge across the ditch into the next field. 
Immediately turn right and, after 15 yards, you will turn 
left onto path to the other side of this field. Turn right at 
the waymarker post and follow the field edge to the next 
waymarker post where you will turn left into the next 
field. Follow the edge of this field until you meet the 
Bretforton Road again. TAKE GREAT CARE. Turn right  
towards the village and down the High Street back to 
your starting point. 
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The Birds, the Bees, the Flowers and the Sneeze.      By Honey Wildbourne 

I like all the things in the title, and also the trees, (which I missed out for the purposes of a 
pun).  At this time of year, I am happy to put up with slightly teary eyes and the occasional 
sneeze due to hay fever, if that’s the price for being outside.  As we know, all the pollen 
wafting around in the air has a purpose.   

Wind fertilisation – known as anemophily - is the means by 
which many important plants reproduce, especially the 
grasses, including wheat, as well as many trees.  As you can 
imagine, this method relies very much on chance, unlike 
insect pollination - posh name: entomophily - which occurs 
by a long-coevolved, and very accurate, delivery system.  So 
many anemophilous plants have developed a scattergun 
approach to reproduction.  To increase the odds they  
produce a lot, and I mean a lot, of pollen. Sneeze!  

Unfortunately, given the extraordinary hot spell during May 
this year - the time when pollen is still developing in the tiny 
flowers, later to be released - the high temperatures have 
very likely negatively affected the viability of the pollen. This 
means, in the case of wheat crops, that grain set will be reduced.  Not good news for  
farmers.  The heat, however, doesn’t have any effect on the proteins in pollen that cause 
allergies!  

In other, warmth related news: a few days ago I 
spotted two Scarlet Tiger Moths  (Callimorpha 
dominula) in my garden.  In fact, to be precise, 
one flying around the garden, showing particular 
interest in my comfrey plants, and the other 
chilling out on my tomato plants in the  
greenhouse.  My trusty insect book states that 
they are found in “damp areas like riverbanks, 
fens, marshes, floodplain meadows, and coastal 
cliffs” and that they are found only in the south 
and south west of the UK.  Clearly this book, that 
I’ve had for several decades, is out of date, and 
doesn’t reflect our now warmer summers.  

They are a magnificent sight, with their bright 
scarlet under-wings, easily spotted as they are day-flying, especially in sunshine.  The pair I 
spotted in my garden seem to have taken residence; they have been around for several 
days, and, as you will see by the photograph, seem pretty unbothered by my presence.  This 
one was happy to pose, while I fumbled with my phone, for its portrait.  One thing seems 
still to be accurate in my tattered old book; that is that the caterpillars of these moths feed 
on comfrey.  I will wait, in the coming weeks, to see how many holes appear in their leaves! 
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