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ENJOY A WIDE RANGE OF NAIL ¢4 Millinery Matters
BEAUTY TREATMENTS IN A Handerafred mdrndual hats &
headwear
RELAXING ENVIRONMENT

Special occasion hats
Cocktail hats & fascinafiors
Unigque bridal headwear

Hat re-timming servce

<«
‘ .

»  Hat stretching & repairs
For all your hatling needs contact
Call Heler on Annie
07810 204719
0781 506 3541 annis@millinerymatters.co.uk
15 Weston Road, Bretforton

WRI11 7HW v millinerymatters cons

www.harmonynailsandbeauty.com South Litiletan

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES

Fill

the Frame

PHIL RAINEY
TEL: 01386 833505
MOB: 07969 620555
E-mail: phil@fill-the-frame.co.uk
45 School Street

Honeybourne
WR11 7PL

Facebook @ FILL the FRAME
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October 2026

As we near the end of harvest time, we thought we’d make this month’s editorial a harvest
special and celebrate local produce. There has been a great deal in the news lately about our
changing climate and the effect this will have on British farmers. 78% of UK farmers have
reported severe losses due to unprecedented weather, so— what can you do to support local
farmers? Here are three suggestions.

Embrace seasonal produce!

We all have our favourite fruits and veggies, but eating with the seasons reduces pressure on
farmers to deliver crops out of their natural growing times. Accepting smaller or oddly shaped
produce also helps reduce food waste caused by weather stress.

Join a "Direct-from-Farm" Scheme

Joining a local Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) scheme or signing up for vegetable
box deliveries from local farms provides growers with reliable, predictable income to plan
their farming securely. You'll also hugely reduce your shopping’s carbon footprint.

Buy from dedicated farm shops: Cut out supermarket middlemen by purchasing directly from
farm shops, farmers' markets, and local independent butchers. This ensures a much higher
percentage of your money goes straight back to the farmer.

Look out for produce grown locally! This includes:

Evesham Asparagus Pumpkins
Beetroot Broccoli
Squash Apples

Al the very best from the Honeybowrne Village News Teaun.

Contact details for the HBVN: :
Comments & contributions e.g. photo’s around the village or area, jokes or puzzles, '
. |deas for the Spotlight On... feature, articles, letters to the editor. editor.hbvn@gmail.com I

ALL ARTICLES OR ARTWORK MUST BE PROVIDED READY FOR INCLUSION AND PRINT USE I
A5 WORD, JPEG, PNG OR PREFERABLY POST INFO DIRECTLY INTO EMAIL I

Deadline date for inclusions in 2026 is the 17:00hrs on17th of the month !




Parish Council News. Digital Phone & Broadband Switch-Over — and an Update on Local
Government Reorganisation

You may have seen reports about the national move from old landline technology to digital
phone lines (sometimes called the “digital switch-over”). Here's a quick explainer on how it
works, in case it's useful. Providers such as BT, EE, Sky, TalkTalk and Vodafone all use the
same underlying Openreach network, but each is moving its own customers across on a
different timetable — so your neighbour may be contacted before or after you. Full fibre
availability also varies street by street, which affects when and how you're contacted. Provid-
ers are working through customers in phases, generally starting with lighter landline users
and moving on to those who rely on their phone more, with people who have registered ad-
ditional needs, disabilities or a telecare service now being prioritised.

If you're offered an upgrade, you'll usually need to book an engineer visit; if full fibre isn't yet
available in your area, your provider will discuss alternative options with you instead. The
key message from providers is: please do respond when they get in touch. If they can't reach
you by January 2027, your line may be moved automatically to a digital-only voice service to
keep your phone working, even without broadband. More detail is on BT's website if you'd
like to read further.

Local Government Reorganisation — where things stand

Following last month's joint letter from the leaders of Malvern Hills, Worcester City and
Wychavon councils confirming the move to two new unitary councils (North and South
Worcestershire, planned for April 2028), there has been a further development. On 7 Sep-
tember, the Communities Secretary announced in Parliament a review of the reorganisation
programme. To be clear on where this leaves Worcestershire: the decision to split into North
and South Worcestershire Councils was agreed by the government on 16 July 2026, and that
decision has not been reversed or cancelled. However, Worcestershire is one of 14 areas
nationally where the decision has been paused while the wider review is carried out — this
follows legal challenges brought against the government's reorganisation decisions in some
other counties, rather than any challenge specific to Worcestershire. A smaller number of
other areas have had their decisions withdrawn outright, which is different from Worcester-
shire's position. There's no confirmed timescale for when the review will conclude. For now,
local elections in May 2027 are still expected to go ahead on existing council boundaries ra-
ther than as elections to new unitary councils. Worcestershire CALC has also cancelled its
planned 15 September briefing session for parish and town councils in light of the ongoing
uncertainty, with the next update expected at a member event in November. We'll keep resi-
dents updated as things become clearer.

Heath Jobes Chair — Honeybourne Parish Council

IN COLLABORATION WITH SLCC, NALC, OVW, COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS
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Members of Honeybourne Parish Council

Heath Jobes (Chair) 07375085116
Balbir Dubb (Vice-Chair) 07795670707

Andrew Attridge 01386 830744 Amy Mathias 07956076271
Graham Clelland 01386 832500 Stephen Sidwell 07815311432
Colin Clear 07702105737 Sandra Walsh 07714237336

Judith Mellor 07770983522 -

Clerk contact details: Mobile: 07951 429652 clerk@honeybourne-pc.gov.uk

Car Headlight Etiquette

Now the nights are drawing in once again, there are several areas in Honeybourne where
one lane/side of the road means cars will stop and let the other side continue through, we
are in most occasions rewarded by the flashing of headlights as a thank you. Please please
thank me by not flashing your headlights as with modern headlights becoming so bright it
can be blinding when maybe 2-3-4 vehicles will all flash. | have to close my eyes anticipating
the flash’s coming.

A message to fellow villagers that it’s ok not to flash would be so good.

| understand that the flash in most people’s mind is a must to say thanks, let’s see if we can
flip the thinking and it’s a must not to flash to say thanks.

Andrew Keen

Wednesday over 60s Club

At our September meeting we welcomed Neil Garner, Tower Captain, from St Peters Church
in Pebworth, who gave us a brief history about the 10 Bells at the Church, the oldest of
which dates back to 1707. We also learned the we are the only Country to ring the changes
(make tunes using scales) rather than just striking the bell as does other Countries. We then
went on to try our hand at playing tunes using hand bells, this was great fun trying to do this
to time. If you are interested in becoming a member of Pebworth Bell Ringing Team, then
please get in touch with Neil via the Pebworth bells website.

On concluding business matters we had our usual tea and cake and caught up with friends.
Our next trip is in November will be to Worcester for Christmas shopping. If you are
interested in coming along, then please call Pam on 07966 871862.

The Club meet on the first Wednesday of the month, our next meeting our will be on 7%
October, at the Village Hall @ 2.30pm. New members are always welcome, so why not pop
along, meet and make new friends, as always, we would love to see you.

/rﬂubife Libmrtd.TimtaHe

The Mobile Library on the 4th Friday in the month as follows:
12.05-12.20 Grove Avenue 12.25-12.40 Perrie Drive 13.15-13.30 Village Hall
Enquiries: 01905 822722 or emailing mobilelibraries@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Honeybourne
Parish Council «na Village Hall

invite you to

Honeybourne’s Christmas
Lights Switch On

Date: Friday 4th December 2026
Time: épm - 8pm
At: Village Hall, Harvest Close

Festivities include:

Honeybourne Primary Academy Carol Singing

Alcester Victoria Silver Band
Free Merry- Go- Round rides for children

Balloon Modelling

Santa handing out children's selection boxes

Raffle
Craft fair

Food & Drinks:
Burgers, sausage baps,
chips, curry sauce, veggie options available.
Mulled wine, Mince Pies,
Hot & Cold Drinks, Wine and Beer.

Honeybourne Parish Council
Email: clerk@honeybourne-pc.gov.uk | Tel: 07951 429652

There will be NO PARKING at the Village Hall for this event.
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Christmas Tree Lights

Sponsor a light for
a loved one

The Christmas Tree lights will be switched on atthe
Honeybourne Christmas Event on 4th December
2026 If you would like to sponsor a light in memory of
a loved one, please contact Sylvia Matthews on
01386 832215 for details.

Complete the form below:

Name of sponsor Armourt In memory of

A list of tree light sponsors and the loved ones they are
remembering will be published in the January edition of the
Honeyhourne Village News, displayed in the Village Hall
and on the Christmas tree.

Please hand your completed form, together with cash or a

cheque made payahle to Honeyhourne Parish Council, to
Sylvia Matthews

All proceeds will help fund the
Honeyboume Christmas Event




Darts Champions

The Gate Inn Darts team won Division 2 of the Stratford league after beating the

Dog & Partridge to win their final match of the season. There were some impressive darts
thrown with some great 180’s by Craig Fletcher, Dave Brocks, Mike Elliott & Liam Elliott with
Mike Elliott winning his game for the win.

The team would like to thank Matt, Sue & George from The Gate Inn for their continued
support, here’s to the new season in Division 1.

Andrew Hodgkins, Dave Brocks, Liam Elliott, Adam Wearing, Craig Fletcher, Tim Nobes,
Mike Elliott, Caleb Brocks & Rhys Brocks.
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Dry Carpet & Low

[ =]

Moisture Upholstery

Dry-Carpet

a Proudly British company

SISISISISIS

No risk of sticky residue

Cleaning

dry-carpet.co.uk

No drying time for carpets-can be used immediately after cleaning
Suitable for all natural and synthetic carpets

No risk to children, pets or those with allergies

Low moisture upholstery cleaning to refresh your furniture

Ideal for pet stains with built in deodoriser

Ideal for carpets with underfloor heating or floor power outlets

Contact Bill Lawford
01386 662306 / 07825 078035
info@dry-carpet.co.uk

Stuart Brown

PAINTING
& DECORATING

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL
PAINTER & DECORATOR.
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Interior Decorating // Exterior Decorating
Wallpaper Hanging // Wall Panelling
Dustless Sanding // Fully Insured

Free Quotations

Contact me today for a free quote.

07837 919 323

stuartbrownpainting@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook:
Stuart Brown Painting & Decorating

Wills, Trusts,
Lasting

STEP”:

WILL WRITING CODE

ENGLAND
& WALES

Powers of
Attorney
and more!

Over 10 years experience. Full member of the
highly regarded and globally recognised
Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP).

Fixed fees & fully insured

Call Michelle on 07516298125
or email
michelleestateplanner@outlook.com
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Gardening Tips for October

October is a wonderful month in the garden. The leaves are turning golden, the days are
cooler, and there is still plenty to do before winter arrives.

Clear up fallen leaves

Collect fallen leaves from lawns, paths and borders. They can be added to a compost heap or
kept separately to make leaf mould—a wonderful soil conditioner. Remember to leave some
areas of leaves where wildlife can shelter over winter.

Plant spring bulbs

Now is the perfect time to plant daffodils, crocuses, tulips, alliums and other spring-flowering
bulbs. Plant them deeply enough to protect them from frost and give them a good start for
next year.

Look after the soil

Add well-rotted compost or manure to empty beds. There is no need to dig everything over;
simply spreading a layer on the surface allows worms and winter weather to work it into the
soil naturally.

Protect tender plants

Move tender pots into a sheltered position or a greenhouse before the first hard frosts. Some
plants may need fleece or other protection during particularly cold weather.

Tidy and prune carefully

Cut back dead or diseased growth, but avoid being too enthusiastic about tidying. Seed heads
provide food for birds and hollow stems can provide valuable homes for insects through the
winter.

Harvest and store

Lift pumpkins and squash before severe frost, and harvest the last of the apples, pears and
late vegetables. Check stored produce regularly and remove anything showing signs of rot.
Think about garden wildlife

Keep bird feeders topped up and provide fresh water. A small pile of logs, leaves or stems
tucked away in a quiet corner can provide valuable shelter for insects, frogs and other garden
visitors.

Above all, enjoy the
changing season.
October is a good
month to slow down,
admire the autumn
colours and start
planning what you
would like to grow
next year.

Happy gardening!




WEDNESD!
~ £5 Tickets

to All Things Wild every
Wednesday for over anyone over é6o!

Book on our website
or through the QR

allthingswild.co.uk

Station Road, Honeybourne,
Nr Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11 7QZ

Reformer + Mat + Live + Online

Do you want to try Pilates?

Pilates will improve your posture, make those niggling aches and pains go
away whilst strengthening your core and improving flexibility and mobility

Group Pilates classes are held at Honeybourne Village Hall on

Mondays at 9am, Tuesdays at 6pm, Wednesdays at 845am &
Thursdays 6.30pm.

PLUS!I' We now we have a men's class on Wednesdays at 7 pm

Ton1 reformer and Group Reformer+ classes are held in our well
equipped studios in Mickleton

Scan To See our Reformer+ Studio

nicky@studiol13.uk - 01386 662306 -
07570 023535 - www.studiol13.uk
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THATCHED TAVERN

- Honeybourne-

www.thatchedtavern.co.uk

OCTOBER

2026

Murder Mystery

27 October
72'here has been a murder in the pub! Lets find the killer

Buy tickets now for this Halloween night of horrors

Fish & Chip Blue Light
Tuesdays Discount

Every Tueaday Monday- Friday
Two portions of our fish & chips 15% off food

for £25.00! =\ £10.00 Pizza

Live Music

Friday 23" f
October

7:30pm

October <&/ Wednesday 7:30pm § f=\, I

14" October
7pm

BOOKINGS@THATCHEDTAVERN.CO.UK
01386 834273

FOLLOW ON OUR SOCIALS TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT & SEE OUR MOUTH WATERING FOOD!

@thatched_tavern ﬁ ThatchedTavernHoneybourne




A J HICKMAN ELECTRICAL

E: ajhickmanelectrical@aol.com

As a business our aim is to provide a high quality service so our
customers receive top quality install and satisfaction on the
whole service at a very competitive price.

B New Build Installs M Rewires
M Fuseboard Upgrades Efggtlg?l Safety
B Additional Power Points / Lights . afmn G ECA
M External Lighting e

M Any Aspects of Electrical Wor
B Additional BT Points '
B Additional TV Points

TeEL: 01386 83258
Mogs: 07976 85=EkE]=

& GLM Property Maintenance

Traditional Window Cleaning No job is too big or too small!
Dry Stone Walling

Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal) Call for a free quote today!
Driveways & Patios (Installation &

Cleaning)

Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning 07399 024702
Power Chimney Sweeping

Cowl/Pot Fitting and Repointing GLMServices18@gmail.com

Roofing & Flat Roofing

Fencing & Landscape Gardening
Rendering

Hedge & Tree Cutting

Rubbish Removals

Painting Interior/Exterior
Garden / House Clearances ,
And much much more Like us on Facebook 11 @GLMServices18

Fully Insured
Registered Waste Carrier

We're on Yell.com 2\
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BI ocked Evergreen
Gard
Eq I‘S? Mai:?t:n‘:::tce

EAR WAX can be troublesome, Mowing, Hedge Cutting
causing sudden hearing loss, Tree Pruning, Turfi ng etc.
discomfort and itchiness - but it can .

No job to small.

be easily removed at the Cotswolds’ S
friendliest treatment clinic located References available.

ear Blockiey: Garden Clearance Service.

FOR A FREE QUOTE
Please phone Tony

T: 01386 854797
M: 07752

NORTH COTSWOLDS EAR HYGIENE CENTRE a A
Unit 47, Northwick Business Centre Ti\(\/ 613814 T;\( /7

Blockley, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9RF 4 }‘-1‘{7 $.- < \

Book Online: www.earhygienist.co.uk
Phone: 01386 701650
Issy@earhygienist.co.uk

A D WEEKLY
bt DID YOU KNOW LOCAL CHARITY LOTTERY

HOME NURSING

o 3 52 CAMPDEN HOME NURSING @
= PROVIDES HONEYBOURNE RESIDENTS...? '

of hospice care at home : o
A Little Play, a Lot of Care

¢ End-of-life nursing care and support in people’s own homes by dedicated nurses
+ Bereavement counselling and support for adults and teenagers
¢ Play therapy for children aged 4 - 13

¢ Wellbeing activities and community workshops
» Volunteering opportunities at our charity shop, gardening or support at Jecca’'s House

Join our weekly lottery for just £1 per week to win £250,000 and support us!

01386 840505 info@campdenhomenursing.org
www.campdenhomenursing.org Charity 1178423 - f
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3£
&) FUTURE EVENTS
aneybourne Oct **Wine and Cheese Night Event (Nov) - Date to be confirmed @**
Vlllage Hall WEEKLY TIMETABLE **Christmas Wreathe class (Nov) - Date to be announced @**
www.honeybournevillagehall.org — . ” .
emal admntheicibomenlaatailer New Tai Chi class — Wednesday evenings — 17:45 — 18:45
Monday | Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday | saturday | sunday
Coffee morning
Pilates with Nicky Yoga with Jae Pilates with Nicky 8:30am-12:00pm Gentle Yoga Zumba with Lesley
Sam-10 am 10am-11am 8:45am - $:45am 9:45am - 10:45 8.30am-10.30am
~ ~ Toddlers Group
Art Group 9:30am - 11:30am

10am -12:30pm ~

Embroidery Club
1% 0ct

8:30am - 1:30pm

Wed Club Senior Stretch Class
7™ Oct 1pm- 3pm
2:00pm - 4:00pm

Movie Night
Kids Theatre Group Healthy 17™Oct
3:45pm - 5:45pm ‘Worcestershire 7:30pm onwards

2:00pm -4:00pm

wi Pilates with Nicky Tai Chi Pilates with Nicky Short Mat Bowls
19" Oct 6:00pm- 7:00pm 5:45pm - 6:45pm 6:30pm -7:30pm Group
7:00pm-10:00pm ~ 7.30pm-9.30pm
Men’s Pilates with Life Drawing
Nicky 16" Oct
7.00pm - 8.00pm 7:45pm —10:00pm

All classes require booking to attend.

FOIl
s and alcohol

HALL WEBSITE
EBOOK PAGE




Just good food for good dogs from a local family run business
We believe in feeding dogs the way nature intended,
with food that nurtures and delights.

Raw Food
Cotswold Raw — Nutriment - DIBO - Prime Raw
Natural Treats
From Chicken Fillets to Ostrich Legs a great range of Natural Treats
Accessories
Toys, Bowls, Bed, Shampoos, Supplements & More!
Dog Wash
Self Service Dog Wash for only £10!

CONPaNS

s

00 @thedogwashcompony
Ny e

Follow us on Facebook or Instagram for more information
facebook.com/VennsRawChoice
instagram.com/venns.raw.choice

Unit 20, Weston Industrial Estate, Honeybourne, WR11 7QB

PREMIUM DOG FOOD

5
cQTENOLy  rUTrIMeENT

17




WHEN DID
YOU LAST HAVE

TR T e STy et

A FINANCIAL
HEALTH CHECK?

Would you know if:

You could have a capital gains tax liability?

You could access your pensions flexibly ?

Your pension fund is under performing?

Your investments are providing the best return?

You have an inheritance tax liability?

You have sufficient cover in place to protect loved ones?

For a FREE. no chligation financial Karl Thnrpe R
review, please contact me to arrange Independent Financial Adviser

a suitable time for us to meet.
m. 0FE7S 466385

I'm happy to have initial discussions on e. karlthorpe@afhgroup.com
the phone, via video call or face 1o

face. www. afhwm.co.uk

AFH Weslh Mensgermen s reding style of AFH Independenl Rrancisl
Services Limited, which i suiorsed mnd regulsied by the Frencel
Conduct futherity. wwa e oguk’megider. Fnenc el Sevice Begider na

JWF. Breguieredin Englared and Compary rao. Bel4TE0
Swgabered Offce- AR Houee. Bunixiord Dreee. Soke Hesth, Bromagrovs. .
‘Wizrzwie rehire, Ball 1E A7 rdepundent Fnesncol Szrdcn Lnvied am wealth

wholly: pareed ubsdiany of & FH Arencsl Group Pl (company e n"anagemEnt
733 3T} AGDA 40230
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Blood Donation ....for pets!

While | was out walking my dog the other day, | got talking to a lady whose lovely dog had
been very poorly and had needed a blood transfusion. | was proud to tell her that, in his
younger years, my dog had given blood on several occasions. Like a lot of people, she said
she had never thought about other dogs donating their blood, so | thought | would write a
little article to publicise this to the good dog owners of Honeybourne.

The UK charity called Pet Blood Bank exists to help save the lives of pets in need by
supporting vets by providing a blood service for pets, just like the one we have for humans.
The charity run donation sessions at veterinary practices across the country where owners
bring their much-loved companions to give blood. The blood is then taken to the charity’s
processing centre in Loughborough where it is separated into different products. It is then
stored and sent out to vets when they need it. The charity operates 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, to ensure blood is always available.

Our rescue greyhound was registered with the Pet Blood Bank and had given many
donations before we adopted him. We decided to continue to do this when he came to us
and we took him along to sessions at the nearest donation session which was in Chipping
Norton. Unlike human donors, our dog was not given tea and biscuits afterwards (neither
were we!), but he was able to choose a toy to take home and he was given a very fetching
bright red neckerchief to show he was a donor dog.

| would encourage you to read about the charity online and register your pet — the charity
are gradually expanding their sessions across the UK. They need a minimum of 60 dogs to
hold a session, so please ask friends to consider registering their dogs too.

By doing this, your dog can help to save the lives of up to four other dogs. Together, all the
lifesaving dogs help to save thousands of lives every year. Who knows you may even receive
the lovely personal appreciation of a friend whose dog has benefited from a donation?
For more info please see www.petbloodbankuk.org

Looking ahead to November -’Ribbons for
Remembrance’

In past years the ‘crafty’ folk of Honeybourne
have got busy to create beautiful knitted and
crocheted poppies that we have used to
create the poppy ‘swoosh’ and the bands
around the trees in the churchyard for
Remembrance.

This year, we would like to ask for your sup-
port to create ‘Ribbons of Remembrance’ by
looping ribbons onto the gates into the
churchyard. I’'m sure you will agree that you don’t need to be crafty to participate in this!
Please save any ribbons you get until November - all colours/widths/lengths/materials are
welcome. We would love you to participate by placing your ribbons to honour your loved
ones and mark our Remembrance event.

Any Ribbons can be left in the Church Porch. Thank you.
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my name is Toby and | am 13. | have lived in the village
my whole life, and | am currently in Year 8 at Chipping

Campden School. \

| have recently signed up for a self funded expedition
to Ecuador and the Galapagos islands, leaving in July 2028,
when | will be finishing Year 10.

Over the course of the month long trip, | will volunteer
my time to the local communities, taking part in
community building projects, wildlife conservation,
and integrating into local life.

3 / This trip is an amazing opportunity to explore and
+ ~ experience an entirely different way of living!

/ The village news have kindly agreed to let me share
my journey with you at the start, during my fundraising,
By - and after | have returned.

Some of you may know, | have found life pretty challenging
at points, and a couple of years ago this concept wouldn't
" have even been an option for me. | have overcome a lot
of difficulties, but these have taught me the importance
of curiosity, compassion, community, and supporting
people who are less fortunate. | love travel, and the
opportunity to visit the Amazon rainforest and Galapagos
Islands is amazing, and | am excited and ready for the
hard work!

As mentioned, this is a self funded volunteering expedition,
and with just over £6000 to raise, it is a daunting prospect,
and | am turning to my friends, family, and local community
to support me in getting there. This seems cheeky, because
| am so privileged to have this opportunity, and | will
experience some amazing stuff while | am out there, but
I will also work hard, and hopefully bring something truly
P positive to the communities | visit. | will be hosting fundraisers
" over the next 18months to raise funds, such as quizzes, bingo,
raffles etc, my first being a quiz on Friday 23rd October
at Pebworth Village Hall 7pm. | will also be reaching out to
local businesses for prizes and advertising etc. For those of you
on Facebook, more about my journey can be found on my
Facebook page "Toby G Ecuador 2028".

Whether you would like to follow my story, donate a raffle prize,
attend one of my events, or simply tell a friend about this cause,
| would be so grateful for your support in whatever form it comes.

< Thanks for reading, Toby! <
4 / ————

Follow his journey ons
Focebook:

G Ecuado
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Vicar’s Letter October 2026 — ‘A Harvest of Thanksgiving — and Honesty’

At this time of year, as we come to celebrate Harvest, our thoughts naturally turn to the
abundance of God'’s creation: fields of crops, orchards heavy with fruit, vegetables from
gardens and allotments, and the work of so many people who produce the food that finds its
way onto our tables. Harvest is a wonderful opportunity to say thank you — to God, to those
who work the land, and to all whose labour enables us to be fed.

Yet this year, perhaps more than most, our Harvest thanksgiving needs to be accompanied by
something else: honesty.

For many farming families, the past year has brought extraordinary challenges. Unpredictable
weather, periods of drought followed by heavy rainfall, difficult growing and harvesting
conditions, and the changing patterns of pests and disease have made an already demanding
occupation even harder. Livestock farmers face the continuing threat of diseases such as
bovine TB and Bluetongue, with the possibility of restrictions, testing, loss of animals and the
disruption of carefully planned breeding programmes.

Alongside this are rising costs, fluctuating prices and financial pressures. The figures may be
discussed in newspapers and farming publications, but behind every statistic there is a
person, a family and a way of life. Long hours, financial uncertainty and the sheer
unpredictability of farming can take a heavy emotional and physical toll. For some, there are
painful questions about whether the farm that has been part of their family for generations
can continue.

It is therefore important that our Harvest celebrations do not simply present a picture of
overflowing abundance while ignoring those for whom this has been a season of loss or
anxiety. Christian faith gives us permission to do both things: to give thanks and to lament.
The Bible is full of stories of people who know what it is to labour and see little reward. The
disciples on the road to Emmaus knew disappointment and confusion; the fishermen in
John's Gospel knew what it was to work through the night and bring in empty nets. Yet in
both stories, God meets people precisely in the midst of their uncertainty.

That is an important message for our rural communities today. We do not need to pretend
that everything is straightforward, nor offer easy answers to problems that are genuinely
difficult. Sometimes the most faithful thing we can do is to stand alongside one another, to
listen, to pray and to offer practical support where we can.

Harvest also reminds us how interconnected we are. The food we eat connects us not only
with local farmers and growers, but with producers and communities around the world. We
are dependent upon one another, and that dependence is something to recognise with
humility and gratitude.

And finally, our Harvest thanksgiving points beyond the food on our tables to the deeper
nourishment that God provides. At the Communion table, bread and wine remind us of God's
generosity and of Christ's promise to be with us. Whatever uncertainties lie ahead, we are not
abandoned.

So this Harvest, as we give thanks wholeheartedly, let us also make space for grief as well as
gratitude, as we remember and pray for those who farm and care for our countryside. And let
us hold fast to the hope that, even in seasons when the future seems uncertain, God's
presence remains steadfast. With every blessing for this Harvest season.

Revd Jon Barwood Tel: 07777 148880 Email: jonbarwood@btinternet.com
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Grief ishard.

Death can impact
all of life. -

7 Sessionsof films
and discussion
for anyonebereaved anytime

Topicsinclude: Running soon:

. ,aArt]tgcl:(r)\srr;ent,separatlon Contact

+ Thepain and responsesof grief eveshamreferrals

« Anger and guilt @svp.org.uk

« Coping with others'reactions

« Delayed and suppressed grief 0771 362 3997

» Adjusting to change

* Moving forward healthily Next course starts 12th

+ Faith questions — a Christian September at the Gate
perspective (optional) Inn 9.30 -11.30am.

Please make contact

Tofind out more visit: ASAP to reserve a place.

thebereavementjourney.org |
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96 Self
Storage

Q Honeybourne

Secure. Flexible.
Right on your

doorstep.

New Location Now Open

@ Flexible Terms @ Transparent Pricing
@ Safe and Secure

@ Residential/Trade Storage

contact@96storage.co.uk ._@ ' E

96storage.co.uk El
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We’re here so yourloved one can stay home, where they
want to be. Where things are safe and familiar and they
have the best chance to live a fulland meaningful life.

Whetherit’s everyday companionship or everyday
errands, Live-in Care or Home Care visits, our highly-
trained Care Experts will give your loved one the support
they need tolive inthe place they feel best: home.

See how we cansupport you.

It'sgoodto
be home

01886 5675800

worcesterandwychavon@
bluebirdcare
.co.uk




Martin Grinnell
FUNERAL
SERVICES

Evesham'’s only independent
funeral directors

' % Over 30 years %

serving the local
. s ==
community "™

® Professional Personal Service

® 24 Hour /7 Days a Week
®* Home Visits
® Private Chapel of Rest

’ Please contact us at any time
v 01386 422233

|1 Bewdley Street, Evesham. WR11 4AD




Pet Portraits by Ella

<€ <€ ¢ ¢
<€ ¢C ¢

Beautiful pencil drawings to capture your beloved fur baby. Whether its for a gift or for
yourself, it’s a wonderful way to cherish a pet forever. Perhaps it’s a memory of a
long-lost friend, a loyal companion or a recent new addition to your family. What ever the
occasion let us help you to remember them always. For more information:

Email: carolegraves@btinternet.com Tel: 07733 045103

REPAIRS - NEW ROOFS -
LEADWORKS - GUTTERING -
DOWNPIPES - CHIMNEY WORKS -

UPVG FASCIR & SOFFIT
REPLACEMENTS - VELUX WINDOW
INSTALLATIONS

CONTACT MARK FOR YOUR FREE
ADVICE AND ESTIMATE

dEN
‘ . ' 07597380773

HONEYBOURNEROOFING.COM HONEYBOURNEROOFING@GMAIL.COM
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mailto:carolegraves@btinternet.com

As Time Goes By
Memorials

3 lhs TIME GOES 5,
i MEMORIALS |
= - -

01527 550 505
07835 523 640

Redich, BS7 67D, |

: /
orials.org.uk |

FAMILY

NEW HEADSTONES | RENOVATIONS ADDITIONAL i HOME VISITS RUN FIRM
& CREMATION STONES | Regioring memorials INSCRIPTIONS  ©  \ve come to you =D

Adding names, dates with no obligation
and personal tributes i and expert advice

A wide choice of with care and
styles and finishes ! expertise

FOLLOW US

e 01527 550 505 www.astimegoesbymemorials.org.uk 0

@ astimegoesbymemorials@hotmail.com

Contact Us:

07531046597
bespoke@aj-furniture.co.uk

aj-furniture.co.uk f

FURNITURE

Y 7 Sy

HANDMADE & BESPOKE
FITTED INTERIORS
KITCHENS
FREESTANDING FURNITURE

Covering Worcestershire,
Warwickshire & The Cotswolds
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Merstow Green
Funeral Home

Kevin Bowen Philip Tomlins Martyn Jeynes
Proudly serving the Vale of Evesham
and North Cotswolds since 2008

Merstow Green Funeral Home are here to support and guide
vou. We offer a friendly and professional service to families

« 24 - hour service
Evesham « Bereavement advice

« Home visits

01 386 49903 « Private chapels of rest

« Floral Tributes
» Memorial Masonry
« Prepaid funeral plans

20 Merstow Green
WR11 4BD

Call us for immediate support, advice or to
arrange a home visit or to find out more about
our prepaid funeral plans.

We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.merstowgreen.co.uk @




Medistaff24

Support with personal care CONSTRUCTION &
GROUNDWORKS

and medications
Domestic help and companionship G 07497 950 391
Contact Telephone: 01386765102 [X<Nal=l[[eYG] oloNelolpligeleidlaTe Kot XUl¢
info@medistaff24.co.uk Bilbrough_and_sons_|td

www.medistaff24.co.uk f BAS Construction

MWS Aerial & Satellite %w %
Tel: 01386 833342 eh

* Freeview

* Freesat

# Radio and DAB

* Additional TV Points 34A High Street, Honeybourne,
¢ Additional Telephone WR11 7PQ

Points

---- Unisex Salon ----

Free advice and quotations
Janette and Charlotte look

CAl Member C. 1559 .
forward to meeting you!

mMember of the Worcester Trader
Register

www. mws-aerial-satellite.co.uk Appointments - 01386 833470

email: info@mws-aerial-
satellite.co.uk
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Honeybourne after dark.

Honeybourne features low levels of light pollution, meaning it offers clear high-quality
conditions for stargazing on moonless nights, with the Milky Way visible directly overhead
under optimal weather conditions.

Garden lighting is often installed for good reasons, but its ecological costs are easily
overlooked. For wildlife, the night is a vital part of the environment. By reducing
unnecessary illumination and designing lighting with nature in mind, homeowners can enjoy
their gardens while protecting the species that visit them after dark.

Garden lighting can make outdoor spaces safer, more attractive and easier to use after dark,
but artificial light at night can also disrupt the natural rhythms that wildlife depends on.
Security lights, decorative LEDs, path lights and illuminated features may seem harmless in
isolation, yet together they can contribute to light pollution in gardens, streets and
neighbourhoods. For many animals and plants, darkness is not empty space: it is habitat.
Wildlife has evolved around predictable cycles of day, night and seasonal change. Artificial
light at night can interfere with navigation, feeding, breeding, sleep and migration. It can
also change relationships between species, such as predator and prey or plants and
pollinators. A light left on through the night may therefore do more than illuminate a patio;
it can alter how nearby organisms move, feed and survive.

Nocturnal insects, including many moths, use natural light cues from the moon and stars to
orient themselves. Bright garden lights can confuse this navigation, drawing insects away
from feeding, mating and pollinating. Some become trapped circling lamps until they are
exhausted; others become easier prey for predators. Because many night-flying insects are
pollinators, excessive lighting can reduce pollination at night and may weaken the wider
food web that depends on insects.

Bats are especially vulnerable because they rely on darkness for commuting, feeding and
emerging from roosts. Some species avoid lit areas altogether, meaning a line of garden
lights can act like a barrier across a flight route. Others may feed around lamps because
insects gather there, but this can expose them to disturbance, competition and predation.
Lighting near bat roosts is particularly harmful because it can delay emergence and reduce
the time bats have to feed.

Artificial lighting can also disturb birds by extending their active period, encouraging early
singing or feeding and disrupting rest. Migrating birds may become disorientated by bright
or upward-facing lights. Amphibians can be affected when sudden security lighting changes
their behaviour or exposes them to predators. Plants are not immune either: night-time
lighting can interfere with seasonal cues, potentially affecting budburst, flowering, leaf-fall
and the insects that rely on them.

Wildlife-friendly lighting does not necessarily mean removing every outdoor light. It means
using light carefully, only where and when it is genuinely needed. Gardeners can reduce
harm by fitting motion sensors, using timers, choosing warm-coloured bulbs, avoiding
blue-rich white light, angling lights downward, shielding fittings to prevent glare and
keeping dark corridors along hedges, trees, ponds and boundaries. Even small changes can
restore patches of darkness that insects, bats, birds and other wildlife can use safely.

(Local planning policies dictate that exterior lighting on new developments must not cause
light pollution or act as a statutory nuisance to neighbours.)  Happy Stargazing.
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HATHA

YOGA

it NIKKI

- FOUR CLASSES A WEEK
~ TO CHOOSE FROM.

SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS
INCLUDING BEGINNERS.

IMPROVE OVERALL STRENGTH, PEBWORTH

FLEXIBILITY, POSTURE,

BALANCE AND PEACE OF MIND. VILLAGE HALL

b 4
WELCOMING & FRIENDLY PN
MIXED GROUP. (55| MONDAY & TUESDAY

19:00 - 20:15
HIGHLY EXPERIENCED e F
IYTA TEACHER.

3\ WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
- 10:00 - 11:15

QOO

@ Nikki.coope58@gmail.com Breathe. Streleh. SZM%M
9 07484743460 ﬁ“j/jfw M”‘iw@

)L, BODY - MIND - BALANCE
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HONEYBOURNE COMMUNITY &

COFFEE/HOT CHOC £2

HONEYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL | EVERY THURSDAY 9.50 - 12 \Z

(AKE £1.50
Come along U
for a cuppa, a slice
of cake, and a good ! (&)
old natter. =
e MEETRENDS &
0 seeing you!
MAKE NEW FRIENDS
|
b
| @

BORROW ABOOK

TRUSTED y AGRICULTURN- Ilostrons ‘

MMERCIAL, ; v
PROROVEN : co&DOMESTICSOLUKTI ONS | @ :
Y = — THAT WOR j| v 4 ) " RED TRACTOR

OUR SERVICES Towe Q!E' _. C OMPLIANCE
(@ COMMERCIAL PEST CONTROL P CONTR ACTS AVAILABLE -

@ AGRICULTURAL & FARM PEST MANAGEMENT

@ BIRD CONTROL SOLUTIONS @ MEET INDUSTRY STANDARDS

(@ RODENT CONTROL & PREVENTION @ FULLY DOCUMENTED SERVICE
& SUPPORTS FARM ASSURANCE

@ INSECT & WASP ELIMINATION
@ DISCREET & EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS

@ DOMESTIC PEST CONTROL
Protecting your home and family

AR B et e et |10 Google

i WE FOLLOW THE i
‘\ CRRU CODE OF PRACTICE : FULLY QUALIFIED TRUSTED BY TAILORED FAST, EFFECTIVE 5 '0
| FOR SAFE & RESPONSIBLE I & INSURED BUSINESSES SOLUTIONS & DISCREET FIVE STAR REVIEWS
I PEST MANAGEMENT J i, & FARMERS 3 g i
_________________ S i See what our customers
of reliable service needs say about our service!

| (PR EALL A

FOLLOW USON | |

HACEBOOK ‘ BUSINESS m F?RLTODAY
fortips, updates & | | | FRE
smz | el 07748 430824 ..,

EE oV | rostronspestcontrol.co.uk QuoTE!
PROTECT YOUR BUSINESS. PROTECT YOUR HOME. PROTECT YOUR LIVELIHOOD.

EXPERT PEST CONTROL FOR COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL & DOMESTIC CLIENTS
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A circular walk. Distance: 2 miles flat terrain with stiles

Start at The Thatched Tavern (or join
this circular route to suit yourself). Take
the footpath alongside the Thatched
Tavern into China Corner and between
the two houses directly in front of you.

You will now be in the Fair Acres
development. Continue along
Fallowfield until you see the sign saying
private drive. Turn left and manoeuvre
around the wooden fence. You are now
on Weston Rd. Cross the road. Take GREAT CARE when crossing this road, This is a very fast
road, and visibility is not very good. Walk around the stile. This path leads through a very
pleasant woodland area before reaching the next stile. Once over the stile, turn right and
follow the edge of the field (headland) to a waymarker post where you will turn left, again,
continuing to follow the headland.

Across another stile, then continue straight on to the wooden bridge. Cross the bridge and
continue along the headland in the same direction until you meet the next wooden bridge
with a stile. You will reach the end of the path with Poden Farm in front of you.

Immediately turn left down a narrow path which runs alongside the disused railway.
Continue along this long path to the end where you will turn left and up onto Mickleton
Road. At the road, again taking GREAT CARE, turn left and walk 150 yards to the next stile on
your left. If you cannot face more stiles, you can carry on along Mickleton Road until you
meet Stratford Road and then turn left towards the village centre.

To continue the route, cross the stile to enter the field, following the waymarkers directing
you through four more stiles and into the churchyard. Take the path opposite the church
A porch, and through the
kissing gate. This leads
you over a gated bridge
and on to the Weston
Road by the Gate Inn.

" Cross the road and
bear left to find the
pathway leading to
High Street, (or turn
right to Station Rd)
Turn left on the High
Street and back to the
Thatch.




GREAT
BRITISH

PUB

AWARDS
2026

ﬂdaér ot the j foscs T

Thu 1 Oct, 2pm - Tai Chi, £10

Thu 1 Oct, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Miguel Girao, £16
Thu 8 Oct, 2pm - Tai Chi, £10

Thu 8 Oct, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Chloe Matharu, £18
Fri9to Sun 11 Oct - Apple & Ale
Tue 13 Oct, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Breabach, £22 (sold out)
Thu 15 Oct, 2pm - Tai Chi, £10
Thu 15 Oct, 7.30pm - Autumn Ceilidh, £10 (£5)
Mon 19 Oct, 7pm - Sip & Paint Brush Party, £33
Tue 20 Oct, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Chris While & Julie Matthews, £19
Thu 22 Oct, 2pm - Tai Chi, £10
Thu 29 Oct, 8pm - Fleecey Folk: Eleanor Dunsdon & Gregor Black, £17
Mon 2 Nov, 6:15pm - A Flavour of the Fleece - Taste & Tour, £38

Open all day. Food served Mon-Sat 12-2.30 & 6-9pm, Sun 12-8pm
Pizza to eat in or takeaway - Friday evenings
Folk Session every Thursday, all welcome.

Celtic Folk Session 3" Wednesday, Sunday Folk on 2™ Sunday.

The Fleece Inn, The Cross, Bretforton, Worcestershire, WR11 7JE
01386 831173 info@thefleeceinn.co.uk www.thefleeceinn.co.uk




CPB
PLASTERING

All aspects of plastering work:
Boarding, skimming,

rendering, screeding

Call CARL BENFIELD
Tel:01386 831673

or 07717 201 950

Email: c-benfield @sky.com

R supeR
Wl cLear ™
<t P

SECURE &
CONVENIENT
STORAGE IN THE
HEART OF THE
COTSWOLDS

& CONTAINERS DESIGNED FOR STORAGE
© 8X MORE AIRFLOW
© EAsY OPEN DOORS
© 24/7Access+ceTv

ASK ABOUT LONG
TERM DISCOUNTS

Your Trugtod Portner bor Socure, Forible.
& Local Storage Solutions
www.cotswoldcontainerstorage.com

sales@cotswoldcontainerstorage.com
01789 330668

Concrete Works - Bretforton Road
Weston Subedge WRI 7QL

@ Building Supplies

@ Landscaping Supplies

@ Sleepers

@ Fencing

@ Large range of aggregates

@ Large Stock of paving & Walling
@ TopSoil, Soil Improver

@ Mushroom Compost & Bark

@ Electrical & Plumbing Supplies
@ Timber

@ Decorating Supplies

@ and much, much more

Q 01386 833001




one stop

your local store

Part of the Tesco Group

40 Stratford Road, Honeybourne, WR11 7PP
Tel, +44 7721277323

¥ One Stop Hours Monday -Saturday 7am - 10 pm
Sunday gam-8pm

> Post Office Hours  Monday -Friday 7am- 5 pm
Saturday gam-1pm
Sunday Closed

= Deposit Cash & Cheques directly to your bank: Free cash withdrawals: Get your money to
travel card for your holidays: Pick up your foreign currencies, and many more services.

= Amazon Hub -Pick up your Amazon deliveries from here & drop off your returns.

= DPD Collection & Delivery.

+ Great deals on Beers, Wines and Liguor: Birra Moretti 10 pack £13 : Budweiser 10 pack £12 :
Budweiser 20 pack £17.50 : Bud light 10 pack £8 : Corona 12 pack £15 : Carlsberg Pilsner 18
pack £13 : San Miguel 10 pack :£13 : Madri Excepcional 10 pack £15 : Thatchers Gold 10 pack
£10: Cruzcampo 10 packf£14 : Stella Artois 18 pack £18 : Carlling 18 pack £17.50 : Coors 18
pack £17 : Inches Chider 10 pack £12 : Strongbow Original Cider 10 pack £10.75: Any 3 x 660ml
Beers £6.50 : Any 3 x pre-mixed £6.50: Cider 3 x£6.50

+ Coffee Machine : All drinks £2.49: Slushy's: £1.99

« Local products include Cotteswold Milk : Norths Bakery Bread, Knights Provisions Bacon

« Bennett's Ice Cream : Flavour & Fire Sauces & Seasoning,

« Meal Deal for £4, Sandwich, Baguette or Pie + Drink + Snack.

+ Safe, colourful, and fun-perfect for your little explorer!

amazon hub
N

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
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Your local friendly garage

For Servicing and Repairs to all Vehicle Makes
Cars to Light Commercial Vehicles
Batteries - Tyres - Exhausts
Wheel Balance - Wheel Alignment
Diagnostics - Puncture Repairs
And Much More!

Give us a call or drop in and see us.
We are here to help you safely on your journey.

T: 01386 832157

The 0Id Brickworks t Opening hours
Buckle Street ]

g
g Mon to Fri: 8am - 6pm
HDnEYDDUrne * 3 To Bidford = p

<— Honayboume Village

Evesham WRI 8QE s - Gak: Bam - 1pm
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